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We would like to inform you that we have drafted a new Level 45 in Annex X of Rec. H.263, as suggested by 3GPP TSG SA4. This document has advanced to the consent stage of the ITU-T approval process. It will now enter a last call period with an opportunity for final comments from ITU-T members. Final approval will occur by mid-March, 2004, provided no significant issues are identified in comments submitted in the AAP Last Call period.

In summary, Level 45 is specified as follows:

"Level 45 – Support of QCIF and sub-QCIF resolution decoding, capable of operation with a bit rate up to 128 000 bits per second with a picture decoding rate up to (15 000)/1001 pictures per second.  Additionally, in profiles other than profiles 0 and 2, support of custom picture formats of size QCIF and smaller."

Further details of the new specified level are as follows:

· CPFMT and CPCFC are supported in profiles other than profiles 0 and 2.

· The minimum picture interval is 2002/(30 000) s.

· The maximum bit rate is 128 000 bps.

· The maximum HRD B value is 32 768 in profiles 5 to 8.

· The maximum BPPmaxKb value is 128 * 1024 in profiles 5 to 8.

· The maximum ERPS number of reference pictures for Annex U operation is
5 in profiles 5 to 7 and is 10 in profile 8.

We have restated the level support hierarchy description such that support of any level other than the new level 45 implies support of all lower levels while support of level 45 implies support of level 10.

We hope that the specification of this intermediate level satisfies your needs and we look forward to further communicating with you.
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