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Liaison Statement to 3GPP SA4 on 3GP files (response to S4-030196)
WG 11 (MPEG) wishes to thank 3GPP SA4 for its liaison statement on alternate groups in the AVC file format.

The AVC file format defines the storage of MPEG-4 AVC | H.264 content in the MP4 file format, as well as in other file formats based on the ISO base media file format. The extensions defined in the AVC file format will also apply to the 3GPP file format.

The alternate-group field has previously not been used by MP4, although it will be used by MP4 to group AVC tracks that are related via switching. However, by using the AVC file format in the larger scope of ISO files, the alternate-group field can be used for grouping all tracks that represent the same content. Tracks in an alternate group are differentiated by e.g. bit rate, language or codec, and correspond to tracks contained in a “selection group” of the proposed server extensions to 3GP files. “Switch groups” are currently not defined by the ISO base media file format (ISO/IEC 14496-12) or AVC file formats (ISO/IEC 14496-15).

As for an adoption of the AVC file format by 3GPP, the time plan is to promote the AVC file format to FDIS in July 2003.








