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General

3GPP TSG SA4 thanks ITU-T SG-16 for their liaison on progress of MSC-VBR and embedded VBR. 

SA4 highly appreciates Q.9/16s proposal to closely cooperate on the development on VBR speech coding standards. Efforts should be concentrated and forces joined to achieve high quality coding standards. A harmonization of work in ITU-T and 3GPP / 3GPP2 is therefore very important. Any future speech coding standard intended for 3G wireless applications needs to be interoperable among 3GPP, 3GPP2 and ITU-T based systems in order to be successful. An interoperable standard needs to be system independent, i.e. it should not be tailored to a specific system.

While SA4 highly welcomes close cooperation on VBR standardization it was the feeling of the group that in order to become a successful universally deployed standard, any new VBR coding standard has to offer significant improvement over today’s speech coding standards in ITU-T, 3GPP, 3GPP2. Such improvements are necessary in terms of e.g.

· Rate/distortion performance

· Flexibility

· Resilience against packet losses

· Interoperability

Standardization time frame and market acceptance are felt important issues. Harmonization of the views on these aspects is important in a standardization effort.
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