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1. PROBLEM
The 3GPP compliant audio and video files have both .3gp extensions. This doesn’t allow distinguishing audio-only files if the MIME type is not available. 

To be able to distinguish audio files is very important for media player and other applications. Most vendors use different applications for playing audio only and video files. If it is an audio-only file, the audio player application should be launched. Similarly, if it includes video, then the video player application should be launched. Also, the audio player list should show only the audio-only files.

This distinction is also useful for other applications. For instance, when transferring files from other devices (e.g. PC), if the transfer application knows that it is an audio-only file, it can store the file in the right folder or area in the memory.

The MIME type is already different for audio and video files, but the MIME type is available only during the delivery. After the delivery this information is not stored. Also, using the appropriate MIME type is not easy. This requires the delivery servers to distinguish the audio-only files. The web servers available today do not support this functionality. Therefore, they use the same MIME type for 3GPP compliant audio and video files. In this case, even the MIME type does not help to distinguish audio-only files.

2. SOLUTION
The solution is to use different file extensions for audio-only and video files. The suggestion is to use .3ga for audio only files, and .3gv for video files (with or without audio). The extension .3gp can be still used if it is not known whether the file is audio-only file or video.
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