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The experts of ITU-T Q6/15 wish to thank you for your prompt reply to our recent communication on the operation of network-based Voice Enhancement Devices (VEDs) with TFO, as described in Recommendation G.VED, currently under development within the ITU-T.

Based on the information in your liaison, we wish to inform you that we have modified the relevant section in G.VED as follows:

5.4
Tandem Free Operation (TFO)

A VED should support tandem free operation according to the standards ETSI TS 128.062 and TIA/EIA-895. Once in TFO mode, a VED may optionally choose to invoke speech enhancement functions, causing the termination of TFO. The decision should be based on whether TFO or speech enhancement techniques will provide better overall speech quality. The evaluation of overall speech quality on which this decision is based is for further study. The following factors should also be taken into consideration:

· The decision to terminate TFO should take into account the apparent noise generated by the TFO signalling in the LSBs.

· VEDs should not terminate TFO for AMR wideband calls and therefore,

· VEDs need to detect TFO signalling messages in order to determine the codec type.
· VEDs should take care to avoid frequent switching between TFO and non-TFO.

NOTE:
There is a need to have interoperability of different TFO Standard Recommendations. The interoperability of TFO techniques described in ETSI TS128.062 and TIA/EIA-895 is for further study

We look forward to further collaboration with your group as necessary.
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