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Working Party 3 of ITU-T Study Group 16 would like to inform 3GPP S4 that during our last meeting (Geneva, November 16, 2001) the “consent” procedure for the new Recommendation G.722.2 on wideband speech coding was started.

This decision follows a Q.07/16 Rapporteur’s meeting (Montreal, July 24-26, 2001) where the wideband Selection Test results for the two involved candidate codecs (NTT and Nokia) were reviewed with the help of several experts from different Listening Laboratories. The main conclusion was that although both codecs had a mature performance, overall the Nokia candidate had a better performance than the NTT codec. However, both codecs had a non-systematic failure  for one condition. The Nokia codec failed for 3% FER performance at 24 kbit/s in DT’s Experiment 2 and the NTT codec failed for tandem performance with car noise at 16 kbit/s in LMGT’s Experiment 3A. Q.07/16 selected the Nokia candidate, considering the frame erasure concealment algorithm as an example solution (since it does not affect interoperability), and considering that studies will be continuing to arrive at a solution that will improve FER performance. Subsequently, ITU-T SG12/SQEG also endorsed the selection of the Nokia candidate in its last meeting (Dakar, 22-26 October 2001).

Working Party 3 of ITU-T Study Group 16  feels necessary to have a common version of the ANSI C-code between 3GPP and ITU and, consequently, to maintain aligned the related wideband 3GPP Specifications and ITU  Recommendations.

It was also agreed to proceed with the Characterization phase of G.722.2, taking into account that some results are already available from 3GPP AMR Selection and Characterization phases. Three areas of interest were identified for subjective testing: Codec+VAD/DTX/CNG, additional background noises and music signals.
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