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1. Motivation

This contribution requests clarification on the use of XHTML Basic specified in TS 26.234.

The codec section of the current specification specifies XHTML Basic as text media type.  XHTML Basic, however, also includes links, forms, tables, images and metadata as well as texts.  The following sentence can be found in the current spec TS 26.234 v4.0.0:
7.8 Text 

"Text shall be formatted according to XHTML Basic."

This sentence could be interpreted as follows: 

(1) Authors can use modules of XHTML Basic to render webpages, 

(2) Authors can use modules of both XHTML Basic and 3GPP SMIL to render webpages, and 

(3) Authors can refer XHTML Basic document as text codec within a SMIL presentation. A 3GPP-compliant SMIL player must understand and render an XHTML Basic document within a SMIL document.  It seems plain text shall not be used.  It is unclear that this was PSM’s intention.

In case (3) for instance players might not expect images to be included in XHTML Basic files within a SMIL presentation (Appendix A shows an example of this case). 

We propose that 3GPP SA4 clarify which alternatives the spec actually allows.  To that end adding some texts for clarity is necessary.  In case (3), it is also necessary to clarify how XHTML Basic document is included and whether plain text is allowed or not.  We believe that plain text should be allowed as well as XHTML Basic and that was S4’s intention.

Perhaps it is appropriate to provide a guideline asking not to use non-text information when referred as text.  

The following section lists options for (3).

2. Options  

We have three options of XHTML Basic as text media type.

· Add texts to section 7.8 to restrict the use of XHTML Basic when referred by SMIL.

· Add texts to authoring guidelines to ask authors to be careful about the use of XHTML Basic when referred by SMIL.  

· Do nothing: operator/provider should define their own rules.  

3. Conclusion

It is proposed that S4 PSM clarify the issue described above and take an appropriate action (e.g. CR) at the September S4 meeting.  

Appendix A

An author may make the following document according to 3GPP SMIL specified in TS 26.234.  It is unclear that 3GPP SMIL players must render the referred XHTML Basic document in this example.

“presentation.smil” : presentation document written in 3GPP SMIL

<smil>

<head>

    <layout>

    <region id="textregion" top="0" left="10">

    <region id="imageregion" top="100" left="10">

    </layout>

</head>

<body>

    <par>

    <text src="xhtmlsample.html" region="textregion"/>

    <img src="image.jpg" region="imageregion"/>

    </par>

</body>

</smil>

“xhtmlsample.html” referred by presentation.smil

<html>

<head><title>TITLE</title></head>

<body>

    <h1>text here.</h1><p>

    <img src="image2.jpg">

</body>

</html>
4. Appendix B

   XHTML Basic consists of the following XHTML modules:

Module
Tags

Structure Module*
body, head, html, title

Text Module*
abbr, acronym, address, blockquote, br, cite, code, dfn, div, em, h1, h2, h3, h4, h5, h6, kbd, p, pre, q, samp, span, strong, var

Hypertext Module*
a

List Module*
dl, dt, dd, ol, ul, li

Basic Forms Module
form, input, label, select, option, textarea

Basic Tables Module
caption, table, td, th, tr

Image Module
img

Object Module
object, param

Metainformation Module
Meta

Link Module
link

Base Module
base
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