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Introduction

After the successful completion of “Transparent end-to-end packet switched streaming service (PSS)“ in Release 4 it is now time to start on “Extended PSS” for release 5. In contrast to our work in release 4, where we started with a blank paper, the work in release 5 will start from and build on two already existing documents, TS 26.233 and TS 26.234. This document proposes a way for us to work on and update those two documents that will keep the administrative burden as small as possible.

1 Background

S4 are, currently, not planning to create any new standards or recommendations documents for “extended PSS” in Release 5 but to update the existing ones. This means that introduction of new and extension of existing features in release 5 will result in Change Requests (CR) since the two documents are under change control. There are some administrative works associated with every change request and it seems reasonable to minimize the work associated with CR handling.  On the other hand, it is important that the status of decisions made for release 5 is kept and monitored during the whole standardisation process. 

2 Alternatives

The work on release 5 can be done in many different ways. Below is two different methods described. They are in some respect on the opposite side of the spectrum. 

2.1 Continues update

During the upcoming meetings S4 will take some decisions regarding release 5 at each meeting. For every decision taken a CR will be produced and handled at the meeting. The CR will then be submitted for acceptance and the TS updated. Decisions that do not result in new text (such as general guidelines for the work) are tracked in the meeting reports.

2.2 Crash update

A “working copy” is kept in S4 and handled by an editor. In this working copy new text is added as a result of decisions taken in the group. Guidelines and other comments are added to the document as “editors note”. At the last meeting before finishing of release 5 one large CR is produced with all additions and extension that have been decided during the work period (i.e. all the S4 meetings up until the final one). This CR is submitted for acceptance and the two specifications are updated. 

The work will in many respects continue as in release 4 but we do not start with an empty paper but with the existing text. 

2.3 Bug fixes to release 4

Bug fixes to release 4 must, in any case, be processed immediately and a change requests submitted for decision as soon as an error/problem is identified and a solution found. In the case of “Crash Update” it is the responsibility of the editor to keep the working copy updated according to submitted change requests to release 4.

3 Proposal

Ericsson proposes that S4 use the method described in 2.2 “Crash Update” for Release 5 of PSS. Ericsson is willing to continue as editor for the “working copy” of TS 26.234. It is also proposed that all changes to Release 4 are handled as described in 2.3. 
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