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In the definition of transcoder capabilities, the interpretation of the present specifications by several companies was that each AMR modes was tested independently. Thus the minimum requirement in the transcoder for AMR is restricted to the support of only one mode for both GSM and 3G systems. 

There has been a new discussion since 2 meetings to introduce the same requirement for transcoders that already exist for MS in terms of support of all AMR modes. 

The main disagreement lies in the mandatory support of modes in the transcoders that will never be used. Two example situations can be given in GSM: 

· a part of the BTS does not support all the modes

· use of transcoder pools, for example FR and HR pools.

Nevertheless, it can be agreeable to add a requirement for 3G transcoders.

But then there is problem of radio access technology since GERAN has the same core network as 3G. Thus there can be transcoders in the core network that are specialised in GERAN calls. The MSC is completely aware of call differentiation. 

The same GSM BTSs that do not support all the 8 modes can be used in GERAN. There is no need then to add the mandatory support of 8 AMR modes for the GERAN pool transcoders. 

As a conclusion, we agree to add a mandatory requirement that 3G transcoders support 8 AMR modes but that GERAN and GSM transcoders minimum requirement remains the support of 1 mode.
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