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This document expresses confidence in the current status of the 3G-324M specifications and is presented for information to all S4 participants.

TSG-S4 has during 1999 developed a set of video telephony specifications for use in 3G networks. These specifications are based on H.324 and H.324M work in ITU-T. Several  of the S4 participants have been active in ITU-T H.324 development, and in particular the development of the mobile annex of H.324.

The ITU-T H.324M work has included a substantial amount of verification and interoperability testing for the features which are specific to mobile use of the H.324M specification. In particular, the ITU-T interoperability tests have shown that the mobile annex of the multiplex H.223 is error-robust and suitable for use in mobile communications. The main responsibility of interoperability testing for H.324 has now been transferred from ITU-T to IMTC which covers the testing of mobile annex as well.

Several S4 participants have continued to work on verification of the videophone system for 3G, known as 3G‑324M. The 3G-324M specifications include the use of the AMR codec for speech and recommend the use of the MPEG-4 codec for video. The 3G-324M specifications also include other amendments and recommendations making it different from H.324M and which  may have an effect on performance in error environments. This has been one of the motivations for several contributing companies to carry out additional verification work.

The companies as a source of this document have put a substantial amount of work in verifying the proper operation of 3G-324M specifications. This includes individual verification work as well as collaboration and interoperability testing to make sure that the specifications guarantee good performance in 3G systems. This work has also resulted in substantial input to S4 work.

Based on this work and all prior experience, the above companies are confident that S4 has developed a robust and mature set of specifications which is well suited for use in 3G systems.
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