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1.0 Introduction

The wideband speech service work item  currently under development in 3GPP SA4 is focussed on the selection of a Wideband AMR speech codec. In addition a work item exists for the terminal acoustic characteristics and test methods for wideband speech. However, in the early stages of wideband development in ETSI SMG11 a liaison was received from ETSI SMG1 requesting that the service be structured to allow for ISDN and IP interworking as well as mobile to mobile calls. At present, it seems the speech codec development is proceeding in isolation and the other required developments for a Wideband speech service are not underway.

2.0 Work Items Proposal

It is proposed that a liaison be sent from SA4 to TSG_SA asking that work items to cover the outstanding areas of the wideband speech service are set up in the relevant working groups. Work items are required on call control for wideband telephony, TRAU functionality for narrow band and ITU-T G.722 wideband service interaction, TFO, handover and echo control requirements. In addition, the interaction between wideband and existing speech supplementary services such as multi-party calling needs careful consideration. SA4 should draft the liaison statement for presentation to the December 1999 SA Plenary.
















