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Liaison statement

SMG2 is currently studying the evolution of the GERAN (GSM/EDGE RAN) concept. It has received several proposals that the functional split between GERAN and CN-GERAN should be the same as that of CN-UTRAN. One consequence of this is that the speech transcoding function would move from the GERAN to the core network. Another possibility is that the architecture supports both locations. The interfaces to the core network in release 2000 are expected to be at least Iups and possibly Gb; circuit mode connections may be by A or Iucs (to be decided).

An uncertainty concerns the impact on radio efficiency/quality of any consequent displacement of the transcoding function, and any consequent requirement on the interface between GERAN and Core network. Another concern is the impact on transcoder free operation.

Any guidance from SMG11/S4 on these matters is welcome.
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