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1. ETSI TC STQ wants to inform that it is working on a new Work Item “Conversational speech quality from mouth to ear“

The objective of this WI is to produce an ETSI Guide for transmission quality including terminals (handsets, headsets and hands-free terminals). The document describes test methods and recommended  performance parameters for end to end speech quality testing. The test methodologies described include the complete transmission from mouth to ear but allow the test of individual sections of a connection as well. The methods described allow the evaluation of all conversational situations such as single talk and double talk by means of objective procedures. The methodology described is expected to be independent of the technology used in the network and the terminals.

One of the following paragraphs should start with:

The document will be applicable to all end to end scenarios including all types of terminals. Besides handset terminals headsets and all types of hands-free terminals are taken into account.

The first draft of this guide has been discussed during the meeting (STQ #7, TD 31Rev1. Zip).

The main contents of  this guide will  be:

· Test configurations and test conditions (using HATS),

· Measurement of «standard» parameters (frequency responses, loudness rating, delay, echo loss, distortion,…), using advanced test signals and methods as described in new ITU-T Recommendations P. 501, P.502, P.340, P.581

· Advanced measurement procedures, taking into account the conversation situation (Impact on the quality of the background noise transmission, double talk performance, level adjustments by companding or AGC, echo disturbance, speech sound quality, …).

It is expected, that the measurements and procedures described in this standard are applicable to advanced mobile terminals as they are discussed in 3GPP. 

 2. The maintenance of the standards I-ETS 300 245 series (digital handset and handsfree terminals, narrow and wide band) and ETS 300 302 series (digital videotelephony termianls, narrow and wide band)  is under the responsability of TC STQ.

TC STQ offers to collaborate in the development of the new standards planned in 3GPP.

