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This document contains a small report of the key discussions during the last TSG-SA#4 (Miami, FL-USA, June 21-23, 1999) relevant to the Codec Working Group. All members are invited to read the official meeting report for a detailed review of the discussions and results of the plenary.

Report on the TSG-S4 Activities

The TSG-S4 Progress Status was provided in Tdocs SP-99260 (slides included in Annex B).

All specifications presented for approval (AMR specifications and H.324 specifications) were approved by TSG-SA.

TSG-SA confirmed their support for the completion of the AMR 3G Characterization tests. The TSG-SA Chairman indicated that the request for 55 kEUR to perform the corresponding tests would be forwarded to the PCG.

Few members questioned why S4 did not have joint meetings with SMG11. They also expressed concerns that the two existing sets of AMR specifications (SMG and 3G) could diverge in the future if not maintained by the same group. Based on this discussion, TSG-SA issued this recommendation:

Extract from the SA#4 Meeting Report:
SA WG4 are asked to co-operate as much as possible with SMG11 and study the feasibility of having common specifications.

Regarding the support of the speech service over the Access Network, RAN representatives indicated that this activity was progressing well in RAN WG2 and WG3.

Other items of interest:

A liaison from TSG-RAN (SP-99312) including an updated version of the ITU Recommendation M1079: Performance and Quality of Service (QoS) Requirements for International Mobie Telecommunications-2000 (IMT-2000) was forwarded to TSG-S1, S2 and S4 for comments. S2 is responsible for gathering inputs from the different groups including S4.

SP-99319 was forwarded to TSG-S1 for consideration in the establishment of the requirements for Multimedia services. These requirements must then be forwarded to S2 and S4 for comments.

The TSG-CN Chairman reported that the edition of the report for the support of Out-of-Band Tandem Free Operation was delayed until the next TSG-CN plenary.

A liaison sent to TSG-RAN and TSG-SA by the TSG-T1 Chairman requested inputs on the necessity to define Radio Performance Requirements in terms of BER, FER or both. Note that the last versions of the relevant specifications (25.101, 25.102, 25.103 and 25.104 all prepared by RAN4) only mention BER performances at this time. This caused some concerns in SA and RAN WG4 was asked to reconsider their position, taking the different types of bearers into account. Although not requested by the liaison, S4 could consider sending a liaison to TSG-R4 and TSG-T1 providing inputs on the respective benefits of defining BER and/or FER requirements for the speech and multimedia services.
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