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Locating the Speech transcoders in the Core Network should facilitate TF between 3G terminals of a same PLMN if the transcoder is in the GMSC or between 3G terminals of a same served area if the transcoder is in the VMSC.

S4 intend to specify UL and DL coded speech frames symmetrical in order to simplify TF for this kind of Mobile-to-Mobile call scenario. S4 expect that TF will be handled through out-of-band signalling in this case.

DTMF won’t be an issue if for both UL and DL is managed through layer 3 signalling. Is it the case ?

Moreover S4 intends to specify TF solutions for Mobile-to-Mobile calls involving 3G terminals in different PLMNs and 3G and 2G terminals. TF solutions based on In-Band signalling similar to GSM TFO should be specified. For these scenarios, DTMF can be an issue if inserted in the PCM signal by the MSC since it will break down the TF. This could be avoided if either out-of-band solutions exist or if the transcoder were in charge of this task. S4 ask for C1 and S2 guidance on this issue.
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