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Introduction





This document proposes some initial work packages for the Codec WG.





Proposal





Nokia believe that it is necessary to include work packages for the default speech codec and video telephony in the Codec WG agenda to enable key services which will be required from the start of 3G service launch. Since these are key specifications it will be necessary to follow the aggressive 3GPP schedule.





Codec for 3G mandatory speech service (draft standard 4/99, final version12/99)





A mandatory default speech codec should be specified for 3G to enable the basic speech service. Both ARIB and ETSI have had preliminary work on the 3G codec selection. ARIB is presently conducting tests where several candidate speech codecs are evaluated. ETSI is working based on the working assumption that the GSM AMR codec would be used in 3G.





Nokia believe that the default codec should be selected from among existing standardized codecs to maintain the aggressive schedule. The work in this work package should include at least the following:





Continuing the ETSI work on defining how AMR should be used in the WCDMA air interface. Define channel coding, codec control, system aspects (e.g., DTX), etc. Charaterize AMR performance in WCDMA.





Reach an early conclusion on the selected conclusion based on available information of different possibilities.





Schedule: draft standard 4/99, final version 12/99





Codec (or system) for circuit-switched video telephony service





Video telephony will be a key service in 3G. Nokia propose that a codec/system standard is specified for video telephony. We propose to utilize the work started in ARIB where considerable progress has been made in specifying Real-Time Multimedia Codec based on the ITU-T H.324M recommendation. The specification should be based on using existing standards to be able to meet the schedule targets and to obtain interoperability with global standards.





Schedule: draft standard 4/99, final version 12/99





We also believe that a work package looking at QoS requirements of different multimedia  codecs should be established. 





Multimedia QoS 





This work package would not aim at producing predefined specifications, but it would address specific needs arising in other WGs.





Schedule: (semi-permanent group)





We foresee also other needs for work packages to work on different aspects of video, audio, and multimedia, but the ones above appea to be most critical.
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