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Introduction

S3-060655 introduces the description of a new H.248 connection model example to implement lawful interception. The proposal would however require support of ITU-T H.248.1 version 3 on the Mc profile, which has never been agreed at this stage by 3GPP CT WG4. Besides, it is possible to intercept announcements played to the intercepted subscriber without having to support H.248.1 version 3. 

Discussion

Annex D of 3GPP TS 33.107 currently specifies the following H.248 connection model for the implementation of lawful interception of a mobile-to-mobile call, where the originating mobile subscriber (party A) is the target for interception. 
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This model relies on the setting of a oneway topology from T1 and T2 respectively towards T5 and T6 terminations, to respectively intercept the media streams originated and terminated by/to party A. The media stream received from terminations T1/T2 is sent to T5/T6 terminations.
Contribution S3-060655 proposes to add the following precision in Annex D for this model : 
It shows one example how Figure D.1 can be implemented. Duplication of content (bearer) sent by intercepted party A is performed at Termination T1. Duplication of content (bearer) sent by other party B is performed at Termination T2.
This is correct. 

Contribution S3-060655 further proposes to add the following example :

Duplication of content (bearer) sent by intercepted party A and content (bearer) received by intercepted party A at Termination T1 is another option. This example allows for interception of announcements inserted by MGW1 and played to intercepted party A. 
This new example would rely on the following connection model : 
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This model actually requires the setting of a oneway topology from T1 to T5, and a onewayexternal topology from T1 to T6 termination to respectively intercept the media streams originated and terminated by/to party A. I.e. the media stream sent by the T1 termination to T6 is no longer a stream received from Party A, but the stream sent to party A. 

This new topology 'onewayexternal' has been specified in ITU-T H.248.1 v3 : cf section 7.1.18 
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Figure 9/H.248.1 – Onewayexternal contrasted with oneway topology

•
(T1, T2, onewayexternal) means the terminations that match T2, receive media sent externally by terminations matching T1, but not vice versa. In this case, use of the ALL wildcard for T1 is not allowed.

3GPP TS 29.232 (Rel-7) relies on H.248.1 v2. Therefore the model that is proposed to be introduced goes beyond the H.248 capabilities of the current specification of the Mc profile. 

Besides, it is still possible to intercept an announcement played towards the intercepted subscriber, e.g. by implementing the following H.248 connection model that does not require support of H.248.1 v3. 
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Conclusions and proposal

The new connection model example requires H.248 capabilities that are currently not supported by the Mc profile. Furthermore, significant efforts have been made in 3GPP CT WG4 to limit the number of options on the Mc profile as much as possible to enable easier interoperation between different vendors' equipments. Adding connection models complexifies such interoperation.

S3-060655 can therefore not be agreed by 3GPP SA WG3 without involvement and endorsement of the proposal by 3GPP CT WG4. 
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