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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks CN4 for the liaison on Mandating functionality in WLAN ANs (S2-050563/ N4-050450).

In the LS CN4 asked confirmation that the support of the IETF RFC 3576 over Wa reference point is optional and not mandatory, therefore meaning that immediate purging of a user from the WLAN AN is not always possible.

The immediate purging of a user from the WLAN AN is an essential function that is needed for online charging and in some other cases. Therefore the view of SA2 is that the immediate purging of a user from the WLAN AN shall be supported by all WLAN ANs if it is possible. SA2 previous understanding was that this is not possible when RADIUS is used over Wa. 

If the result of CN4 investigation of this issue is that this function can be supported even if RADIUS is used over Wa, then SA2 thinks that the support of this function shall not be optional. SA2 sees support of immediate disconnection of a user form the WLAN AN is more important than the general guideline "Minimal impact on existing WLAN networks". An alternative method brought up during the SA2 meeting was to perform a periodic re-authentication, which do not have extra impacts in the WLAN ANs.

SA2 will provide the necessary changes in clause 6.3.1.2 making this function mandatory.

2. Actions:

To CT4, SA5, SA3 group

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks CT4, SA5 and SA3 groups to consider the effects of making "immediate purging of a user from WLAN AN" a mandatory feature, and provide the necessary changes in their specifications.
3. Date of Next SA2 Meetings:

SA2 #46
9th - 13th May 2005
Athens, Greece.

SA2 #47
27th June - 1st July
TBD

