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1
Scope

The present document describes the stage 2 description (architectural solution and functionalities) for the MBMS Bearer Service, which includes, together with MBMS User Services defined in TS 26.346 [7], all the elements necessary to realise the stage 1 requirements in TS 22.146 [2] and TS 22.246 [6]. The document encompasses both GPRS and EPS.
The present document also includes considerations on the manner in which User Services should make use of the MBMS Bearer Service described herein. It should be noted that the specification of MBMS User Services in TS 26.346 [7] takes precedence over User Service aspects described in this document.

The present document includes information applicable to network operators, service providers and manufacturers.
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3
Definitions and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions defined in TR 21.905 [1] and TS 22.146 [2] and the following apply:

MBMS Service Announcement: Mechanism to allow users to be informed about the MBMS user services available.

MBMS Bearer Service: the service provided by the PS Domain to MBMS User Services to deliver IP multicast datagrams to multiple receivers using minimum network and radio resources.

MBMS User Service: the MBMS service provided to the end user by means of the MBMS Bearer Service and possibly other capabilities.

MBMS Service Area: The area within which data of a specific MBMS session are sent. Each individual MBMS session of an MBMS Bearer Service may be sent to a different MBMS Service Area. This MBMS Service Area is the same or a subset of the Multicast or Broadcast Service Area as defined in TS 22.146 [2]. An MBMS Service Area smaller than the Multicast or Broadcast Service Area is typically used for localized services.
MBMS over a Single Frequency Network: See 3GPP TS 25.346 [10].
3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations in TR 21.905 [1] and TS 22.146 [2] apply.

EPS
Evolved Packet System

C-TEID
Common TEID
MBSFN
MBMS over a Single Frequency Network
SSM
Source Specific Multicast

TMGI
Temporary Mobile Group Identity

TPF
Traffic Plane Function

4
MBMS Architecture

4.1
Overview

MBMS is a point-to-multipoint service in which data is transmitted from a single source entity to multiple recipients. Transmitting the same data to multiple recipients allows network resources to be shared.

The MBMS bearer service offers two modes:

-
Broadcast Mode;

-
Multicast Mode.
Broadcast Mode is supported for EPS and GPRS, and Multicast Mode is supported for GPRS.

MBMS architecture enables the efficient usage of radio-network and core-network resources, with an emphasis on radio interface efficiency.

MBMS is realised by the addition of a number of new capabilities to existing functional entities of the 3GPP architecture and by addition of a number of new functional entities.

The existing PS Domain functional entities (GGSN, SGSN, MME, E-UTRAN, UTRAN, GERAN and UE) are enhanced to provide the MBMS Bearer Service. In the EPS a functional entity MBMS GW exists at the edge between CN and the BM-SC. In the bearer plane, this service provides delivery of IP Multicast datagrams from the Gi reference point to UEs with a specified Quality of Service. In the control plane, this service provides mechanisms for:

-
managing the MBMS bearer service activation status of UEs (in the case of multicast mode);

-
outsourcing authorisation decisions to the MBMS User Service (i.e. to the BM-SC) (in the case of multicast mode);

-
providing control of session initiation/termination by the MBMS User Service and managing bearer resources for the distribution of MBMS data (in the case or multicast and broadcast modes).

A particular instance of the MBMS Bearer Service is identified by an IP Multicast Address and an APN Network Identifier.

For GPRS the boundary of the MBMS Bearer Service is the Gmb and Gi reference points as shown in Figure 1 below. The former provides access to the control plane functions and the latter the bearer plane. For EPS the boundary is the SGmb and the SGi-mb as shown in figure 2 below.
A functional entity, the Broadcast Multicast Service Centre (BM-SC) provides a set of functions for MBMS User Services. BM-SC functions for different MBMS User Services may be supported from the same or different physical network elements.

4.2
Reference Architecture Model

4.2.1
GPRS
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Note 1:
Network entities and reference points solely used by the MBMS user service (e.g. for service announcement as described in section 4.4.1.2) are not shown in this figure.

Note 2:
Gp applies only when SGSN and GGSN are in different PLMNs.

Figure 1: Reference architecture for GPRS to support the MBMS bearer service

4.2.2
EPS
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Figure 2: Reference architecture for Evolved Packet System with E-UTRAN & UTRAN (MBMS Broadcast Mode only)

NOTE 1:
The BM-SC uses both MBMS Bearers (over SGmb/SGi-mb) and EPS Bearers (over SGi).

NOTE 2:

The MCE (Multi-cell/Multicast Coordination Entity) is not shown in the figure.

NOTE 3:

MBMS service over Gn-SGSN is supported when MBMS-GW is co-located with PDN GW and this PDN GW has the necessary GGSN functions.

Next change
4.4.3
BROADCAST MODE

An example for the phases of MBMS broadcast service provision is described in the figure below:

[image: image3.wmf] 

Se

rvice announcement

 

Data transfer

 

MBMS notification

 

Session Start  

 

Session  Stop

 


Figure 4: Phases of MBMS broadcast service provision

The sequence of phases may repeat, e.g. depending on the need to transfer data. It is also possible that the service announcement and MBMS notification phase may run in parallel with other phases, in order to inform UEs which have not yet received the related service.
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Figure 5: Broadcast service timeline

4.4.3.1
Service announcement

Informs UEs about forthcoming MBMS user services. Also see section on Multicast mode (4.4.1.2).

4.4.3.1a
UE local service activation

The MBMS user service part in the UE initiates reception of the MBMS bearer service to receive an MBMS user service. In case one MBMS user service is carried by more than one MBMS bearer service, the UE may need to initiate the reception of multiple relevant MBMS bearer services to receive the MBMS user service (see subclause 8.12).

4.4.3.2
Session Start

Session Start is the point at which the BM-SC is ready to send data. This can be identified with the start of a "Broadcast session" as defined in TS 22.146 [2]. Session Start is the trigger for bearer resource establishment for MBMS data transfer. If an MBMS user service is carried by more than one MBMS bearer service, a Session Start message is sent for each MBMS bearer service. In that case the UE may need to initiate the reception of multiple relevant MBMS bearer services to receive the MBMS user service.

4.4.3.3
MBMS notification

 Informs the UEs about forthcoming (and potentially about ongoing) MBMS broadcast data transfer.

4.4.3.4
Data transfer

It is the phase when MBMS data are transferred to the UEs.

4.4.3.5
Session Stop

It is the point at which the MBMS user service determines that there will be no more data to send for some period of time – this period being long enough to justify removal of bearer resources associated with the service. At Session Stop, the bearer resources are released.

4.4.3.6
Session Update

Session Update is used to update specific parameters of an ongoing MBMS Broadcast session. Parameters which can be updated are MBMS Service Area, and/or the List of SGSNs/MMEs (only from BM-SC to GGSN or MBMS GW). A Session Update received in one node, results in a Session Update being sent to downstream nodes, to inform of the changed MBMS Service Area. When a Session Update is received in the GGSN or MBMS GW including the List of SGSN/MME parameter, it results in a Session Start being sent to new downstream nodes, and in a Session Stop being sent to downstream nodes that have been removed from the list.

4.4.4
Broadcast Mode timeline

4.4.4.1
Period between Service Announcement and Session Start
Same as for Multicast mode.

4.4.4.2
Period between Session Start and First Data Arrival

Same as for Multicast mode.

4.4.4.3
Period between Session Start and Session Stop

Same as for Multicast mode.

5
Functional Entities To Support MBMS

5.0
General

To provide MBMS bearer services existing functional entities, GGSN, SGSN, RNC/BSC, perform several MBMS related functions and procedures, some of which are specific to MBMS. An MBMS specific functional entity – Broadcast Multicast Service Centre (BM-SC) supports various MBMS user service specific services such as provisioning and delivery. In the EPS a functional entity MBMS GW exists at the edge between CN and the BM-SC.
5.1
Broadcast-Multicast Service Centre (BM-SC)

The BM-SC provides functions for MBMS user service provisioning and delivery. It may serve as an entry point for content provider MBMS transmissions, used to authorise and initiate MBMS Bearer Services within the PLMN and can be used to schedule and deliver MBMS transmissions.

The BM-SC is a functional entity, which must exist for each MBMS User Service.

The BM-SC consists of five sub-functions:

-
Membership function;

-
Session and Transmission function;

-
Proxy and Transport function;

-
Service Announcement function;

-
Security function.

In addition, for EPS the BM-SC consists of the following additional functions (broadcast mode only):

-
Content synchronization for MBMS in UTRAN.

-
Content synchronization for MBMS in E-UTRAN.

-
Header compression for MBSFN MBMS data.

This section describes BM-SC functions, which are defined for the standardised MBMS User Services.
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Figure 5a: BM-SC functional structure

5.1.1
Membership Function

The BM-SC Membership function provides authorization for UEs requesting to activate an MBMS service.

The Membership function may have subscription data of MBMS service users.

The Membership Function may generate charging records for MBMS service users.

The Membership Function is an MBMS bearer service level function, but it may also provide user service level functions e.g. membership management etc. In this case it does also have a Gi/SGi interface.

5.1.2
Session and Transmission Function

The BM-SC Session and Transmission Function shall be able to schedule MBMS session transmissions.

The BM-SC Session and Transmission Function should be able to schedule MBMS session retransmissions, and label each MBMS session with an MBMS Session Identifier to allow the UE to distinguish the MBMS session retransmissions. The BM-SC Session and Transmission Function allocates TMGIs.

Each transmission and subsequent retransmission(s) of a specific MBMS session are identifiable by a common MBMS Session Identifier (2-3 Octets) passed at the application layer in the content, and also passed in a shortened form (i.e. the least significant octet) in the MBMS Session Start Request message to the eNodeBs/RNCs/BSCs. The full MBMS Session Identifier should be used by the UE to identify an MBMS session when completing point-to-point repair, while the shortened MBMS Session Identifier is included by the RANs in the notification messages for MBMS

The BM-SC Session and Transmission Function shall be able to provide the MBMS GW or GGSN with transport associated parameters such as quality-of-service and MBMS service area.

The BM-SC Session and Transmission Function shall be able to initiate and terminate MBMS bearer resources prior to and following transmission of MBMS data.

The BM-SC Session and Transmission Function should be able to send MBMS data. It could also apply favourable error resilient schemes e.g. specialized MBMS codecs or Forward Error Correction schemes.

When IP multicast is used for distribution of payload from MBMS GW to eNodeB and RNC, the BM-SC Session and Transmission Function shall include synchronization information for the MBMS payload. If the header compression is used over the radio, the compression is done in the BM-SC. The details of synchronization and header compression for the MBMS payload are specified in TS 25.346 [10] and TS 25.446 [18].

The BM-SC Session and Transmission Function should be able to authenticate and authorize external sources and accept content from them.

The Session and Transmission Function is user service level function and it triggers bearer level functions when MBMS sessions are scheduled.

5.1.3
Proxy and Transport Function

The BM-SC Proxy and Transport Function is a Proxy Agent for signalling over SGmb and Gmb reference points between MBMS GWs/GGSNs and other BM-SC sub-functions, e.g. the BM-SC Membership Function and the BM-SC Session and Transmission Function. Further, the BM-SC Proxy and Transport Function shall also be able to handle when BM-SC functions for different MBMS services are provided by multiple physical network elements. Routing of the different signalling interactions shall be transparent to the MBMS GW and the GGSN.

The BM-SC Proxy and Transport function shall be able to generate charging records for content provider charging of transmitted data. Content provider name is provided to BM-SC Proxy and Transport function over SGmb/Gmb at session start.

The BM-SC Proxy and Transport function may act as an intermediate device for the MBMS data sent from the BM-SC Session and Transmission function to the MBMS GW or GGSN.

The Proxy and Transport Function may be divided further into a Proxy function managing the control plane (SGmb/Gmb) and a Transport function managing the multicast payload.

The Proxy and Transport Function is an MBMS bearer service function.

5.1.4
Service Announcement Function

The BM-SC Service Announcement function shall be able to provide service announcements for multicast and broadcast MBMS user services.

The BM-SC Service Announcement function shall be able to provide the UE with media descriptions specifying the media to be delivered as part of an MBMS user service (e.g. type of video and audio encodings).

The BM-SC Service Announcement function shall be able to provide the UE with MBMS session descriptions specifying the MBMS sessions to be delivered as part of an MBMS user service (e.g. multicast service identification, addressing, time of transmission, etc.).

The BM-SC Service Announcement function shall be able to deliver media and session descriptions by means of service announcements using IETF specified protocols over MBMS multicast and broadcast bearer services.

The Service Announcement Function is a user service level function.

The following mechanisms should be supported for service announcement. Service announcements may be triggered by the BM-SC but are not necessarily sent by the BM-SC:

-
MBMS bearer capabilities to advertise MBMS user Services;

-
PUSH mechanism (WAP push);

-
URL (WAP, HTTP);

-
SMS (point-to-point);

-
SMS-CB cell broadcast.

Other mechanisms could be considered in future releases.

5.1.4a
MBMS Security Function
MBMS user services may use the Security functions for integrity and/or confidentiality protection of MBMS data. The MBMS Security function is used for distributing MBMS keys (Key Distribution Function) to authorized UEs. Detailed description of the security functions is provided in (TS 33.246 [5]).

5.1.5
MBMS Content Transfer for 2G and 3G for the same MBMS User Service
5.1.5.1
General

Although these procedures mention 2G and 3G extensively, only the BM-SC (which renders the content differently) and the SGSN have to implement functionality to deliver this. The GGSN, RNC and BSC shall all be transparent to this functionality.

5.1.5.2
Separate MBMS Bearer Services for 2G and 3G for the same MBMS User Service

The same MBMS user service may transfer its data on separate MBMS bearer services for 2G or 3G coverage, typically with different QoS. For this purpose two IP multicast addresses and the associated two TMGIs should be allocated for the same MBMS user service. One pair of IP multicast address and TMGI is for 2G coverage and another pair of IP multicast address and TMGI is for 3G coverage. The detailed impacts on the network nodes are listed below:

a)
The service announcement instructs the UE to join two multicast MBMS bearer services (one is for 2G coverage and the other is for 3G coverage), i.e. two IP multicast addresses that are allocated in the BM-SC are sent to UE within one service announcement message.

NOTE 1:
One MBMS User Service may use several MBMS Bearer Services.

b)
A UE that might move between 3G coverage areas and 2G coverage areas activates both MBMS bearer services.

c)
The UE monitors the paging/notification channels for both TMGIs and receives MBMS data when transferred by the MBMS bearer services.

d)
When the BM-SC needs to deliver the content, the BM-SC produces two sets of MBMS data from the same content and sends independent Session Start messages for both of the MBMS bearer services. The "different" 2G and 3G content streams for the same MBMS user service are sent on the different IP multicast address associated with 2G and 3G TMGIs. A 2G/3G indicator in the Session Start message (which the GGSN passes transparently to the SGSN) indicates whether the content should be delivered in 2G-only or 3G-only (or both) coverage areas.

e)
The SGSN uses the 2G/3G indicator to decide whether a MBMS Session Start Request message should be sent to the BSCs and/or the RNCs.

NOTE 2:
See subclause 7.3 for potential issues.

5.1.5.3
Same MBMS Bearer Service for 2G and 3G for the same MBMS User Service

The same MBMS user service may also transfer its data on the same MBMS bearer service for both 2G and 3G coverage. For this purpose one IP multicast addresses and the associated TMGI should be allocated for the same MBMS user service. In such application, the "different" 2G and 3G content for the same MBMS user service are sent in separate MBMS Sessions sequentially. The 2G/3G indicator in the Session Start message indicates whether the MBMS session should be delivered in 2G-only or 3G-only (or both) coverage areas. The SGSN uses the 2G/3G indicator to decide whether a MBMS Session Start Request message should be sent to the BSCs and/or the RNCs.
5.1.6
Location Dependent Content Transfer for the same MBMS User Service (Broadcast Mode only)

Some MBMS user services may broadcast different content in different areas of the network. In such case the UE is not aware of the relation between location and content, i.e. the UE just activates the reception of the service and receives the content that is relevant for its location.

The BM‑SC controls which content is broadcasted in which area by establishing a separate MBMS bearer service for each content data flow. All MBMS bearer services of the same MBMS user service share the same TMGI but bear a different Flow Identifier. The BM‑SC allocates the Flow Identifier during the MBMS Session Start procedure and initiates a separate session for each content data flow. Since in any specific location only one version of the content shall be available at any point in time, the MBMS Service Areas of each session of a same user service shall not overlap; this shall be ensured by proper configuration of the service in the BM‑SC. The RNC and the eNodeB ultimately enforces this constraint by rejecting any session start request with the same TMGI as an already active session if there is any overlap in the respective service areas. As indicated above, the UE is unaware of the Flow Identifier and of the existence of multiple sessions for the same MBMS user service.

5.2
User Equipment

The UE shall support functions for the activation/deactivation of the MBMS bearer service.

Once a particular MBMS bearer service is activated, no further explicit user request is required to receive MBMS data although the user may be notified that data transfer is about to start.

The UE shall support security functions as appropriate for MBMS.

The UE should, depending on terminal capabilities, be able to receive MBMS user service announcements, paging information (non MBMS specific) and support simultaneous services (for example the user can originate or receive a call or send and receive messages whilst receiving MBMS video content). Reception of this paging or announcements may however, create losses in the MBMS data reception. The MBMS user service should be able to cope with such losses.

A UE in Multicast Mode shall be able to synchronise with the SGSN, which of its MBMS UE contexts are still active.

Depending upon terminal capability, UEs may be able to store MBMS data. This may involve DRM but this is out of scope of this specification.

The MBMS Session Identifier contained in the notification to the UE shall enable the UE to decide whether it needs to ignore the forthcoming transmission of MBMS session (e.g. because the UE has already received this MBMS session).

5.3
UTRAN/GERAN

UTRAN/GERAN are responsible for efficiently delivering MBMS data to the designated MBMS service area.

Efficient delivery of MBMS data in multicast mode may require mechanisms in the UTRAN/GERAN, e.g. the number of users within a cell prior to and during MBMS transmission could be used to choose an appropriate radio bearer.

MBMS transmissions may be initiated and terminated intermittently. The UTRAN/GERAN shall support the initiation and termination of MBMS transmissions by the core-network. Further, the UTRAN/GERAN shall be able to receive MBMS data from the core-network over Iu bearers shared by many UEs.

For EPS, UTRAN may also support reception of MBMS data from the core-network over IP multicast.

The UTRAN/GERAN shall support both intra-RNC/BSC and inter-RNC/BSC mobility of MBMS receivers. Mobility is expected to cause limited data loss. Therefore, MBMS user services should be able to cope with potential data loss caused by UE mobility.

The UTRAN/GERAN shall be able to transmit MBMS user service announcements, paging information (non MBMS specific) and support other services in parallel with MBMS (for example depending on terminal capabilities the user could originate or receive a call or send and receive messages whilst receiving MBMS video content).

5.4
SGSN

The SGSN's role within the MBMS architecture is to perform MBMS bearer service control functions for each individual UE and to provide MBMS transmissions to UTRAN/GERAN. When IP multicast is used for MBMS transmissions the SGSN is bypassed in the 3G case, i.e. MBMS data sent directly from MBMS GW to RNC.

The SGSN shall provide support for intra-SGSN and inter-SGSN mobility procedures. Specifically this requires the SGSN to store a user-specific MBMS UE context for each activated multicast MBMS bearer service and to pass these contexts to the new SGSN during inter-SGSN mobility procedures.
The SGSN shall be able to indicate its MBMS support to the UE as well as it shall be able to synchronise with the UE, which of the UE's MBMS UE contexts are still active.

The SGSN shall be able to generate charging data per multicast MBMS bearer service for each user. The SGSN does not perform on-line charging for either the MBMS bearer service or the MBMS user service (this is handled in the BM-SC).

The SGSN shall be able to establish Iu and Gn bearers shared by many users upon receiving a session start from the GGSN. Likewise, the SGSN shall be able to tear down these bearers upon instruction from the GGSN.

When MBMS in EPS for UTRAN access is supported, the SGSN shall support the necessary control plane functions provided via Sn interface to/from MBMS GW.

5.5
GGSN

· The GGSN role within the GPRS MBMS architecture is to serve as an entry point for IP multicast traffic as MBMS data. Upon notification from the BM-SC the GGSN shall be able to request the establishment of a bearer plane for a broadcast or multicast MBMS transmission. Further, upon BM-SC notification the GGSN shall be able to tear down the established bearer plane. Bearer plane establishment for multicast services is carried out towards those SGSNs that have requested to receive transmissions for the specific multicast MBMS bearer service.

· The GGSN shall be able to receive MBMS specific IP multicast traffic and to route this data to the proper GTP tunnels set-up as part of the MBMS bearer service.

The GGSN may also provide features that support the MBMS bearer service that are not exclusive to MBMS. Examples are:

-
Message Screening (not needed if the MBMS sources are internal in the PLMN);

-
Charging Data Collection;

-
Flow Based Charging (see section 10).
5.6
MBMS Data Sources and Content Provider

The reference point from the content provider to the BM-SC is not standardised by 3GPP in this release of the specification.

5.7
Other Functional Element

5.7.1
Void

5.7.2
CBC

The Cell Broadcast Centre (CBC) may be used to announce MBMS user services to the users.

5.7.3
Void

5.8
Void

5.9
Functional Elements for the Evolved Packet System

5.9.1
MBMS GW

One or more MBMS GW function entities may be used in a PLMN.

Note that MBMS GW may be stand alone or co-located with other network elements such as BM-SC or combined S‑GW/PDN GW.

MBMS GW functions include:

-
It provides an interface for entities using MBMS bearers through the SGi-mb (user plane) reference point;

-
It provides an interface for entities using MBMS bearers through the SGmb (control plane) reference point;

-
IP multicast distribution of MBMS user plane data to eNodeBs (M1 reference point);

-
IP multicast distribution of MBMS user plane data to RNCs (M1 reference point);

NOTE 1:
In case of mobility in or out from an MBMS service area, the service continuity is handled by the Service Layer (in UE and network).

-
It allocates an IP Multicast address to which the eNodeB/RNC should join to receive the MBMS data. This IP Multicast address together with the IP address of the multicast source (SSM) and a C-TEID is provided to the eNodeB via MME and to the RNC via SGSN;

NOTE 2:
Care should be taken to avoid clashes among C-TEIDs generated in MBMS-GWs. and UTRAN/E‑UTRAN.

-
MBMS GW supports fall back to point to point mode where applicable for UTRAN access;

Editor's Note:
It is for further study regarding the need to support fall back to point to point mode for UTRAN access.

-
MBMS GW can communicate with multiple control plane entities (i.e. MME, SGSN and BM-SCs).

5.9.2
MBMS Control plane function

The MBMS control plane function is supported by MME for E-UTRAN access and by SGSN for UTRAN access. For SGSN functions, see clause 5.4.

One or more MBMS control plane functional entities are used in a PLMN.

MME supports the following functions in order to enable MBMS support for E-UTRAN:

-
Session control of MBMS bearers to the E-UTRAN access (including reliable delivery of Session Start/Session Stop to E-UTRAN);

-
Transmit Session control messages towards multiple E-UTRAN nodes;

-
It is FFS whether there is a need to filter the distribution of Session Control message to E-UTRAN nodes based on MBMS service area;

-
It provides an Sm interface to the MBMS GW function: it receives MBMS service control messages and the IP Multicast address for MBMS data reception from MBMS GW function over the Sm interface.

NOTE:
When a UE leaves or enters MBMS bearer coverage, the service continuity is handled by the Service Layer (in UE and network).

5.9.3
E-UTRAN

E-UTRAN is responsible for efficiently delivering MBMS data to the designated MBMS service area.

The E-UTRAN for MBMS in EPS shall have capability of receiving IP multicast distribution.

6
MBMS Attributes and Parameters

6.1
MBMS UE Context

The MBMS UE Context is used in Multicast Mode and contains UE-specific information related to a particular MBMS bearer service that the UE has joined. An MBMS UE Context is created in the UE, SGSN,GGSN and BM-SC Membership function when the UE joins an MBMS bearer service. In the SGSN, an MBMS UE Context is also created as a result of an inter-SGSN routing area update after the transfer of the MBMS UE Context from the old SGSN.

In Iu mode, all MBMS UE Contexts of a UE are provided via MBMS UE Linking mechanism to the BSC/SRNC at least when the first PS RAB is established for the UE, or when the UE performs MBMS Multicast Service Activation. MBMS UE Contexts are provided to the Iu mode BSC/SRNC regardless whether MBMS Sessions are ongoing or not (i.e. before, between and after Sessions). In addition, all MBMS UE Contexts of a UE are provided via MBMS UE Linking mechanism when a UE, which has an MBMS UE Context active, moves to PMM-Connected state via the MBMS Service Request procedure for the purpose of MBMS.

In the UE and SGSN, the MBMS UE Context is stored as part of the MM Context for the UE. The MBMS UE Context is stored in the GGSN. There is one MBMS UE Context per MBMS bearer service that the UE has joined.

In the Iu mode BSC/RNC, the MBMS UE Contexts are stored as part of the UE Context of the BSC/RNC.

The content of the MBMS UE Context is described in Table 1.

Next change
8.3.2
MBMS Session Start Procedure for E-UTRAN and UTRAN for EPS

The list of downstream nodes of BM-SC and the list of MBMS control plane nodes (MMEs and SGSNs) of MBMS GW are achieved in the following ways:

-
The list of MBMS control plane nodes for MBMS GW will be sent from the BM-SC to the MBMS GW in the Session Start Request.

Normally, the MBMS GW contained in the "list of downstream nodes" for BM-SC is the default MBMS GW (or two for resilience).

The overall Session Start procedure is presented in the following figure:
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Figure 8b: Session Start procedure for E-UTRAN and UTRAN for EPS

1.
BM-SC sends a Session Start Request message to MBMS GW to indicate the impending start of the transmission and to provide the session attributes (TMGI, Flow Identifier, QoS, MBMS service Area, Session identifier, estimated session duration, list of MBMS control plane nodes (MMEs, SGSNs) for MBMS GW, ...). The message is sent to the MBMS GWs listed in the "downstream nodes" parameter of the corresponding MBMS Bearer Context in the BM-SC. The BM-SC may start multiple sessions for the same MBMS bearer service (identified by the TMGI) but with different content. If so, a Flow Identifier is included in the Session Start Request to identify the different sub-sessions and the associated MBMS Service Areas shall not overlap.

2.
The MBMS GW responds with a Session Start Response message with information for BM-SC to send MBMS data to the MBMS GW.

3.
The MBMS GW creates an MBMS bearer context. The MBMS GW stores the session attributes and the list of MBMS control plane nodes in the MBMS bearer context and allocates a transport network IP multicast address and a C-TEID for this session. The MBMS GW sends a Session Start Request message including the session attributes (TMGI, Flow Identifier, QoS, MBMS service Area, Session identifier, estimated session duration,  transport network IP Multicast Address, IP address of the multicast source, C-TEID, ...) to MMEs and/or SGSNs listed in the "list of MBMS control plane nodes" parameter of the corresponding MBMS Bearer Context.

4.
The MME or SGSN creates an MBMS bearer context. The MME/SGSN stores the session attributes and sends a Session Start Request message including the session attributes (TMGI, QoS, MBMS service Area, Session identifier, estimated session duration, broadcast (for UTRAN only), transport network IP Multicast Address, IP address of the multicast source, C-TEID, ...) to E-UTRAN/UTRAN.

5.
The E-UTRAN/UTRAN creates an MBMS bearer context. The E-UTRAN/UTRAN stores the session attributes, sets the state attribute of its MBMS Bearer Context to 'Active' (in UTRAN only) and responds the MME/SGSN to confirm the reception of the Session Start Request message.

Editor's Note:
It is FFS whether MME can send Session Start to all E-UTRAN nodes controlled by that MME and rely on E-UTRAN to perform Service Area filtering.

6.
The MME/SGSN stores the session attributes and the identifier of the eNBs/RNCs as the "list of downstream nodes" parameter in its MBMS Bearer Context and responds to the MBMS GW.

Editor's Note:
It is FFS if SGSN or MME need wait response from any, one or all UTRAN/E-UTRAN nodes and if SGSN and MME behave same way.

Editor's Note:
The order of step 7 and step 8 is FFS.

7.
The eNodeBs/RNCs join the transport network IP multicast address (including the IP address of the multicast source) allocated by the MBMS GW, to enable reception of MBMS data.

Editor's Note:
It is FFS at what time the eNodeB performs Join after receiving Session Start Request message.

8.
The E-UTRAN/UTRAN establishes the necessary radio resources for the transfer of MBMS data to the interested UEs.

9.
The BM-SC starts sending the MBMS data.

10.
MBMS GW function receives MBMS data. MBMS GW sends the MBMS data using IP multicast distribution towards all joined eNodeBs.

End of changes
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