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*** 1st  Change ***
4a.7.7
Application Server (AS)

An Application Server (AS) i.e., SIP Application Server, OSA Application Server, or CAMEL IM-SSF, offers value added IM services and resides either in the user's home network or in a third party location. The third party could be a network or simply a stand-alone AS. 
NOTE1:
The OSA Application Server does not directly interact with the IMS network entities but through the OSA Service Capability Servers (OSA SCS-s). Further information on OSA is provided in TS 22.127 [4].
NOTE 2:
A SIP Application Server specified within 3GPP and performing IM CN Subsystem related functions is considered as part of IMS. An example of such AS is SCC AS.
The AS (SIP Application Server and/or the OSA Service Capability Server and/or IM-SSF) can communicate with the HSS. The Sh and Si interfaces are used for this purpose.

The Serving-CSCF to AS interface is used to provide services residing in an AS. Two cases were identified:

-
Serving-CSCF to an AS in Home Network.

-
Serving-CSCF to an AS in a trusted External Network (e.g., Third Party or Visited). The S-CSCF does not provide authentication and security functionality for secure direct third party access to the IM Subsystem. The OSA framework provides a standardized way for third party access to the IM Subsystem.

The Interrogating-CSCF to AS interface is used to forward SIP requests destined to a Public Service Identity hosted by the AS directly to that AS.

An Application Server may influence and impact the SIP session on behalf of the services supported by the operator's network. An AS may host and execute services.
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