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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks RAN2 for their LS on AMBR enforcement (R2-083781/S2-08xxxx).

The LS asks SA2 to clarify if the APN-AMBR should be enforced in the AS or NAS layer.

SA2 would like to clarify that the notion of APN-AMBR refers to the user plane, see 3GPP TS 23.401 Section 4.7.3 (e.g. “The APNAMBR is a subscription parameter stored per APN in the HSS. It limits the aggregate bit rate that can be expected to be provided across all NonGBR bearers and across all PDN connections of the same APN”)

SA2 would also like to highlight that “NAS” is a control plane protocol. This can be seen from the overall architecture description contained in 3GPP TS 23.401, e.g. Section 5.1.1.3, which shows “NAS” between UE and MME and as part of the “Control Plane” chapter. 

For this reason (i.e. because of the NAS role in the overall EPC functional split), the NAS protocol cannot perform any enforcement on the user plane.

As a result of the above, SA2 can clarify that the intention of 3GPP TS 23.401 is that the APN-AMBR should be enforced in the AS layer.

SA2 trusts that RAN2 can determine in which user plane protocol this enforcement should take place, i.e. MAC, RLC or PDCP.

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 asks RAN2 to take the above explanation into account
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