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1. Overall Description:

In the stage 3 work for specification of protocols for EPC, the GTP v2 protocol is chosen on the gtp related EPC interfaces , in particular also on the S3 and S4 interfaces towards the SGSN. This implies alignment of the S3 and S10 as well as S4 and S11 interfaces for QoS and bearer handling. In addition to the proposed alignment of QoS and bearer handling it should be advantageous to apply the same reasoning to 2G specific access parameters such as PFI, SAPI and XID. 

Procedures for IRAT PS HO are specified for Rel 8 EPS/LTE between LTE and 2G/3G access. Procedures are based on the PS HO procedures between 2G and 3G. There, specific 2G related parameters are allocated by the 3G SGSN, sent to the UE and used at PS HO to 2G.  For EPC/LTE the same principle is applied such that the MME will allocate and handle the PFI and XID parameters. There are problems from a protocol point of view:

· the PS HO between EPS and 3G is based on that 3G specific parameters are handled in 3G and not in EPS. The procedures for PS HO to 3G and to 2G from EPS would benefit from being aligned.

· the 2G parameters will only be used in case the UE roams into an 2G access, but they have anyway to be assigned and handled in MME.

It would be more effective and also simpler specification if 2G specific parameters are allocated and handled only in the 2G access system, i.e. the 2G SGSN will allocate and use the PFIs and XID parameters towards the UE when needed. From a EPC protocol point of view it may be possible to transmit these parameters to the UE via the MME in a transparent container when needed.

2. Actions:

To SA2 and GERAN 2 group.

ACTION: 


CT4 asks SA2 and GERAN 2 group to investigate if the 2G specific access parameters (Packet Flow ID; XID Parameters; List of set-up PFIs; SNDCP XID Parameters; LLC XID Parameters; List of Set Up PFCs) transmitted at PS HO to and from EPS to 2G can be allocated by the 2G SGSN and removed from the GTP v2 protocol over S3 or possibly sent in a transparent container.
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