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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks CT1 for their kind Liaison regarding IMS communication services.  The questions you have raised have recently been discussed in SA2.  Our responses can be found below.

As these discussions have exposed a lack of clarity in the existing stage 2 specifications regarding identification of IMS communication services, a CR has been created to address this.  Please find a copy of the CR attached.

Questions and Responses
CT1 Q:
1) Since IMS communication service identifier deals with grouping of medias, why shall it then be used for session unrelated request?

SA2 R:
An IMS communication service identifier identifies an IMS communication service.  An IMS communication service “An IMS communication service is a type of communication defined by a service definition that specifies the rules and procedures and allowed medias for a specific type of communication and that utilises the IMS enablers.” and as such is more than a “grouping of media”.  Some of the procedures within an IMS communication service may not contain SDP.

SA2 would also like to draw CT1s attention also to the requirement to be able to express the IMS communication Service identifier (CSID) in a registration with the following requirement.  “It shall be possible for the UE to indicate its service capabilities to the network and for the network to inform the UE which of those capabilities can be used, e.g. during registration, using the IMS communication service identifier.”

SA2 recognizes that it is possible to carry the communication service identifier in a session unrelated request.  These requests are also required to be routed to the correct application in the UE.  Further, SA2 notes that in LS C1-061836, CT1 has concluded that there can be INVITES without an SDP offer.
CT1 Q:
2) Is it only allowed to have one communication service identifier per session?

SA2 R:
A maximum of one requested IMS communication service identifiers can be contained within a single SIP session.   A session request may contain an indication of supported IMS communication service identifiers.
CT1 Q:
3) Can the communication service identifier be changed during a session?

SA2 R:
No, an IMS communication service identifier cannot be changed during a SIP session.  In order to change the IMS communication service identifier, a new SIP session is required to be established.
CT1 Q:
4) Since the S-CSCF normally acts like a proxy it is questioned whether S-CSCF shall be able to add the communication service identifier to the request.

SA2 R:
No requirement for the S-CSCF to add the IMS communication service identifier has been identified.
CT1 Q:
5) Can the communication service identifier support having different but potentially session compatible communication services invoked in different networks, (for example OMA IM in the originating network and IMS Messaging in the terminating network) and does this require that the originating UE or network have knowledge of the communication services and communication service identifier used in the terminating network(s)?

SA2 R:
It is desirable that IMS communication service identifiers are applicable in a broad manner and used beyond 3GPP networks, and it is important that a solution is achieved in the Release 7 timeframe.  It is recognised that the IMS communication service identifiers will be associated with a specific IMS communication service (with its own specifications).The originating UE does not require any knowledge of the terminating networks capabilities.  Interworking can be performed at the edge of the network.
CT1 Q:
6) In the case for an ongoing session, shall it be allowed to add an additional communication media type to the session (e.g. adding messaging to an ongoing voice session) and would this require an additional Communication Service Identifier to be included when the new media type is added?
SA2 R:
Within an ongoing SIP session, it is possible to add/drop media to that session, as long as the media is supported by the IMS communication service, and the procedure is allowed in the context of the service.  If the desired media components are not allowed within the existing IMS communication service, then it is required to establish another SIP session for an appropriate IMS communication service identifier.  If a UE requests the establishment of a media that is not defined within that communication service, the results are undefined, however it is expected that an application server will reject media that are not supported.

Specific service identifiers will be standardized, e.g. those for applications that are subject to standardization (e.g. PoC, Multimedia Telephony, etc). Nevertheless the concept of assigning additional service identifiers is flexible. For example an operator, introducing a new service into the network, can assign a service identifier on its own for this service, without the need to standardize this service in advance.
2. Actions:

To CT1  group.

ACTION: 
SA2 asks CT1 group to take the above responses into account in the ongoing stage 3 study into the identification of IMS services.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA2 Meetings:

TSG-SA2 Meeting #56 
15th – 19th Jan 2007
EU.

TSG-SA2 Meeting adhoc
12th – 15th Feb 2007
TBD
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