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To:   3GPP SA-WG2 

From:  WiMAX Forum Network Working Group
Cc: 3GPP SA-WG3        
Subject:  Incorporating support for WiMAX in 3GPP I-WLAN specifications

Dear,

As part of our ongoing network specification development effort, the WiMAX Forum Network Working Group (NWG) is currently considering Interworking between 3GPP and WiMAX, compliant with the 3GPP I-WLAN framework. The NWG has identified sections of the I-WLAN specifications (such as TS 23.234) that would need to be revised to support WiMAX / IEEE 802.16 specific primitives such as Network Discovery and Selection, QoS, Idle mode/Paging and Over-the-Air authentication based on the PKMv2 (versus 802.1X/WPA). Although the scope of the I-WLAN specifications are intended to broadly cover other IP-based access networks (not limited to WiFi based WLANs), the specifications have sections that are very specific to WLANs. We believe these can be addressed via editorial contributions to 3GPP SA2, possibly SA3 and CT groups in the Release 7 timeframe.

NWG would like to confirm that the above mentioned steps would be the best way to proceed in incorporating WiMAX Interworking support in the 3GPP I-WLAN framework. Furthermore, NWG would like to confirm the I-WLAN work scope in Release 7 - is this limited to Scenario 3 or would it also extend to normatively cover scenarios 4 and 5?

NWG would also like to bring to the attention of SA2 and SA3 that aspects such as licensed spectrum operation and use of the comprehensive PKMv2 security framework may permit consideration of WiMAX as a trusted AN in the I-WLAN framework, potentially simplifying some Interworking solution components. This would be all the more applicable and useful for a 3GPP operator deploying their own WiMAX AN. NWG seeks input and guidance from SA2 and SA3 on how to best proceed with the investigation of this consideration.

Looking ahead, NWG expresses its willingness to work closely with 3GPP SA2 on optimizing the integration of WiMAX with the SAE core, furthering our cooperation on I-WLAN Interworking. The NWG’s work-in-progress Stage 2 draft is available for reference at http://www.wimaxforum.org/technology/NWGLiaison1/.
We await your responses to our queries above and look forward to close collaboration between members of our respective organizations on 3GPP – WiMAX Interworking.

Best Regards.

NWG Officers (On behalf of NWG):

Prakash Iyer, Chair, Intel Corporation

Max Riegel, Co-Chair, Siemens

Yong Chang, Co-Chair, Samsung
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