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Introduction
The term IP-CAN bearer is subject to many interpretations, mainly depending on the IP-CAN under consideration. However, since PCC authorizes access of service data flows to IP-CAN bearers, the understanding of the term IP-CAN bearer needs to be clear. In SA2 there has been some activity in QoS mechanisms for I-WLAN, see TR 23.836. I-WLAN is therefore a good example on which to mature the understanding of the term IP-CAN bearer.
Discussion
For GPRS the PDP context is the IP-CAN bearer, and there can be many PDP contexts in one IP-CAN session. The question is what the IP-CAN bearer for other access types is. To clarify this one has to revert to the reason for having multiple PDP contexts for GPRS within one IP-CAN session. And this reason is to achieve QoS differentiation. The use of TFTs and multiple PDP contexts per IP-CAN session allows certain chosen service data flows to travel on a PDP context (IP-CAN bearer) with higher QoS. 
Keeping QoS differentiation in mind let us consider I-WLAN. In the TR 23.836 it is concluded that “It is recommended that DiffServ is used as QoS mechanism between WLAN UE and PDG.” This means that the IPsec tunnel is marked with different DSCPs between the WLAN UE and PDG to achieve QoS differentiation. Therefore, for the same reason as PDP contexts are IP-CAN bearers for GPRS, each unique DSCP marking of the IPsec tunnel is an IP-CAN bearer for I-WLAN. The only difference is how the IP-CAN bearers are established. In GPRS they are requested by the UE, and for I-WLAN they will most likely be operator configured. 

[image: image1]Proposal
It is proposed that this subject is discussed in order to reach a common understanding. Such an understanding is necessary for the PCC work to progress in a stable manner.
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