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***** First Change *****

6.2.5
Application Function

The AF provides information to the service data flow based CRF, which can then be used for selecting the appropriate charging rule, and also used for configuring some of the parameters for the charging rule. The operator configures the charging rules in the service data flow based CRF, and decides what data from the AF shall be used in the charging rule selection algorithm.

An AF may communicate with multiple CRFs. The AF shall contact the appropriate CRF based on either:-

- the end user IP Address and/or,
- other UE identity information the AF is aware of.

Note:
By using the end user IP address, an AF is not required to acquire any UE identity in order to provide information, for a specific user, to the CRF.


The AF must assure that it communicates with any CRF that might be used for this service (APN).

The AF shall provide information to allow the service data flow to be identified. The AF shall also provide some other information that may be used in the charging rule selection process.

The information provided by the AF is as follows:

Information to identify the service data flow: refer to subclause 5.3.
The AF may use wildcards to identify an aggregate set of IP flows.
-
Optional Application Function Record information that would be included in charging data generated by the AF and by the TPF and could be used to associate the records for post processing.
· Information to support charging rule selection:

-
Application identifier;

-
Application event identifier;

-
Type of Stream (e.g. audio, video) (optional);

-
Data rate of stream (optional);

-
User information (such as user identity).
The “Application Identifier” is an identifier associated with each service that an AF provides for an operator (e.g. a packet streaming service AF would have one application identifier for the service).

The “Application event identifier” is an identifier within an Application identifier. It is used to notify the Service Data Flow Based CRF of such a change within a service session that affects the charging rules, e.g. triggers the generation of a new charging rule.
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