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1. Discussion

When studying the handling of RABs for streaming and conversational PDP Contexts in case of Iu-release/RAB-release it is found that it is only the MS that can reactivate the RAB. This is not consistent with how RABs for interactive and background PDP Contexts are handled in similar situations. For these the network can also initiate a reactivation of the RAB by starting a paging procedure to the MS. 

There are occasions for streaming/conversational RABs when the network should be able to reactivate a released RAB as well. Examples of these occasions are:

· RNC initiated RAB release due to inactivity

· MS goes from suspend to resume

· MS comes back into coverage but session in MS has expired i.e. MS/UE does not re-establish RAB

A solution, which would make it possible for the network to reactivate streaming/conversational RABs, would be to (only) set the guaranteed bitrate to 0. An example of how this could be done is given below.

9.2.3.4
RNC/BSS-Initiated PDP Context Modification Procedure

The RNC can request the release of the Iu connection (see clause "Iu Release Procedure") e.g. due to a break of the radio connection or due to user inactivity. The BSS may terminate the downlink data transfer to a MS by the Suspend procedure (which is triggered by the MS) or by the Radio Status procedure with cause "Radio contact lost with MS" or "Radio link quality insufficient to continue communication" both defined in GSM 08.18 [21]. After Iu Release in Iu mode, or after termination of the downlink data transfer in A/Gb mode, the PDP contexts are modified as follows:

-
In the SGSN, for a PDP context using background or interactive traffic class, the PDP context is preserved with no modifications.

-
In the SGSN, for a PDP context using streaming or conversational traffic class, the PDP context is preserved, but the guaranteed bit rate is downgraded to 0 kbit/s (for both uplink and downlink). The SGSN sends an Update PDP Context Request (TEID, QoS Negotiated) message to the GGSN to set the guaranteed bit rate to 0 kbit/s in the GGSN. For the Iu mode the value of 0 kbit/s for the guaranteed bit rate for both uplink and downlink indicates to the SGSN that a RAB shall not be re-established for this PDP Context in subsequent Service Request Procedure. For the A/Gb mode the value of 0 kbit/s for the guaranteed bit rate for both uplink and downlink indicates that the SGSN shall not send any downlink data for this PDP Context. In Iu and A/Gb mode CAMEL procedure calls shall be performed, see referenced procedure in 3G TS 23.078: CAMEL_GPRS_Change_Of_QoS. The procedure returns as result "Continue".

In Iu mode the following procedures shall be performed in the MS when radio coverage is lost:

-
For a PDP context using background or interactive traffic class, the PDP context is preserved even if RRC re-establishment procedures have failed.

-
For a PDP context using streaming or conversational traffic class, the PDP context is preserved, but the guaranteed bit rate is downgraded to 0 kbit/s (for both uplink and downlink) when the RRC re-establishment procedure has failed. After coverage is regained and if the MS did not deactivate the PDP Context locally the MS should start MS-initiated PDP Context Modification procedure or the PDP Context Deactivation procedure. The MS shall use the PDP Context Modification procedure to re-activate the PDP context and re-establish the RAB .

In A/Gb mode the following procedures shall be performed in the MS when radio coverage is lost, when the radio link quality is insufficient or when the MS suspends GPRS:

-
For a PDP context using background or interactive traffic class, the PDP context is preserved.

-
For a PDP context using streaming or conversational traffic class, the PDP context is preserved, but the guaranteed bit rate is downgraded to 0 kbit/s (for both uplink and downlink). After coverage or radio link quality is regained or when GPRS services shall resume and if the MS did not deactivate the PDP Context locally the MS should start MS initiated PDP Context Modification procedure or the PDP Context Deactivation procedure. The MS shall use the PDP Context Modification procedure to re-activate the PDP context.

9.2.3.5
RAB Release-Initiated Local PDP Context Modification Procedure

The RNC can request a RAB to be released through the RAB Release procedure without releasing the Iu connection. 

After the RAB(s) release the SGSN shall modify the PDP context as follows:

-
In the SGSN, for a PDP context using background or interactive traffic class, the PDP context is preserved with no modifications.

-
In the SGSN, for a PDP context using streaming or conversational traffic class, the PDP context is preserved, but the guaranteed bit rate is downgraded to 0 kbit/s (for both uplink and downlink) when the associated RAB is released. The SGSN sends an Update PDP Context Request (TEID, QoS Negotiated) message to the GGSN to set the guaranteed bit rate to 0 kbit/s in the GGSN. The value of 0 kbit/s for the guaranteed bit rate for both uplink and downlink indicates to the SGSN that a RAB shall not be re-established for this PDP Context in subsequent Service Request Procedure. CAMEL procedure calls shall be performed, see referenced procedure in 3G TS 23.078: CAMEL_GPRS_Change_Of_QoS. The procedure returns as result "Continue".

The following procedures shall be performed in the MS when the RRC layer indicate to higher layer that a RAB has been released and the RAB release was not initiated due to a PDP Context Deactivation Procedure:

-
For a PDP context using background or interactive traffic class, the PDP context is be preserved with no modifications. 

-
For a PDP context using streaming or conversational traffic class, the PDP context is preserved, but the guaranteed bit rate is downgraded to 0 kbit/s (for both uplink and downlink) . 

At this point or at a later stage, the MS may start a PDP Context Deactivation procedure or PDP Context Modification procedure.  The MS shall use the PDP context modification procedure to re-activate the PDP context and to re-establish the RAB.

2. Proposal
It is proposed to decide on the proposed principle and initiate CR work on 23.060 and affected RAN/GERAN specifications.
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