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1. Overall Description:
TSG GERAN would like to thank TSG SA WG2 for their Reply Liaison Statement on repetition of MBMS sessions (S2-042917).

One of the parameters that GERAN2 (in the LS G2-040491) assumed to be included in the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message was the "indication of the expected time between reception of session start and the commencement of the MBMS Data flow". Since SA2 did not give any details on whether this parameter will be included or not, GERAN2 would like to take this opportunity to explain why they think this information is useful in GERAN.

The reasons whereby GERAN2 see a need for information about the time between the reception of the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message and the actual start of the data transfer for that specific session are:

· If the information were not available in the BSS, it would have to setup the MBMS radio bearers as quickly as possible. The possibility to utilize the corresponding radio resources then decreases significantly even though there is no data transfer ongoing for the given MBMS session.

· If the information were included in the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message it could be used for scheduling the Notification/Assignment procedure accordingly. For example, if there is a quite long time between the reception of the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message and the actual start of the MBMS Data flow it would be advisable to delay the Notification/Assignment procedure.
As far as the information about whether the session relates to a Broadcast or Multicast Service, GERAN2 expects that it is included in the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message, according to the previous Liaison Statement "Response to RAN3 Multicast and Broadcast service info to the RAN" (S2-042300).

2. Actions:

To TSG SA WG2

ACTION: 
TSG GERAN2 kindly requests TSG SA WG2 to take into account the arguments above concerning a need for a parameter indicating the expected time between reception of session start and the commencement of the MBMS Data flow, and reply on whether it will be possible to include it in the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message.

3. Date of Next GERAN2 Meetings:

TSG-GERAN2 #21bis
4th-8th October 2004, Malta

TSG-GERAN #22
08th-12th November 2004, CapeTown, South Africa
