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Abstract of document:

TR 23.977 is a study to identify the requirements for bandwidth and resource savings and improved speech quality, with specific consideration to networks supporting A/Gb mode and the BICN. The different architectural solutions to meet these requirements are assessed.
TR 23.977 identifies the network deployment scenarios and call scenarios to be studied. GSM and UMTS network architecture of before Release 4 and of Release 4 and later are studied. The call scenarios cover mobile to mobile, mobile to PSTN as well as roaming call scenarios. All possible combinations of calls between BSCs and/or RNCs are included. In addition requirements and architectural solutions for resource savings, for bandwidth savings, for speech quality improvements as well as for avoiding duplication in transcoder development are described.
TR 23.977 is more than 80% complete and is presented to SA for approval.

Changes since last presentation to SA

· Enhanced “Network Deployment Scenarios” section.

· Enhanced “Call Scenarios” section by adding new call scenarios and selected handover scenarios

· Added overview on support of codec Types in TFO and TrFO on various interfaces and an example for migrating a service to TrFO.
· Enhanced “Requirements and Architectural Solutions for Resource Savings” by adding AMR configurations

· Enhanced “Requirements and Architectural Solutions for Avoiding Duplication in Transcoder Development”, especially the subsection “A-ter interface to the media gateway”
· Derived conclusions 

Outstanding Issues:

None identified.

Contentious Issues:

None identified.













