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Introduction

During SA2#30 the basic functional architecture for service-flow-based bearer charging architecture was agreed. The document TR 23.8xx V0.3.0 (2003-03) identifies the Gz reference point between the Traffic Plane Function and CGF/CCF. This contribution attempts further to clarify the relationship between the Gz reference point and the Ga interface, for GPRS charging.

This contribution seeks to clarify that, for GPRS charging, the Gz and Ga interfaces should be combined. Accordingly, correlation can be facilitated between associated PDP context level CDRs and service-flow-based CDRs by ensuring a common interface to the Charging Gateway Function. 

Proposal

We propose that the following text is added to the TR on “Overall architecture aspects of IP-flow-based bearer charging”:

5.3.1.3
Gz reference point
The Gz interface enables transport of service flow-based offline charging information. 

For GPRS the  Gz interface implements the Ga interface functionality.  Accordingly, the Gz interface may transport both the PDP context level CDRs described in TS 32.215 and the service-flow-based CDRs that are related to these PDP context level CDRs.

