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Discussion

The service flow based charging rules function provides the rules to the traffic plane that are to be applied for the user. In most cases, a set of rules will be applicable to more than one user, and the service-flow-based charging rules function will simply identify which set of rules out of a number of pre-defined sets will be applicable.

The definition of each charging rule, rule set, and application of rule/rule sets to users is an operational task that creates the information set that is by the service-flow-based charging rules function when determining what rules to apply. The service flow based charging rules function is thus similar to many other rule based functions, and would benefit greatly from using an architecture of a decision function accessing a data repository. The data within the data repository can then be managed through simple external access mechanisms using well established database management functions.

Proposal

It is proposed that the per-flow-based charging rules function be defined as a function accessing a data repository. The changes required to the TR are described below:

First amended section

5.2.2

Service-Flow-Based Charging Rules Function

This entity provides service-flow level charging rules. This same functionality is required for both offline and online charging. The charging rules function accesses information stored in the service-flow-based charging rules data repository. An external interface to the charging rules data repository may be used for management of the charging rules within the data repository.












