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Introduction

TS 23.234 includes the specification of how to use SSID for routing of AAA messages. Since standards based equipment can only support the broadcast of a single SSID, such a requirement is both redundant and further specifies detailed operation of the WLAN Access network.

It is proposed that such a requirement is removed.

Proposal

5.7.1 Case of IEEE 802.11 WLANs

In the case of IEEE 802.11 WLANs, the WLAN network name is provided in WLAN beacon signal in so called SSID (Service Set ID) information element. There is also the possibility for a UE to actively solicit support for specific SSIDs  by sending a probe request message and receive a reply if the access point does support the solicited SSID. [IEEE 802.11-01/659r0]

Once confirmed the availability of one of the preferred SSIDs either in beacon or in a probe response message, WLAN UE performs association with the particular access point using the selected preferred SSID.   


To enable the PLMN Selection functionality for automatic processing SSID format would have to be standardized.  SSID is 0-32 octets large (see IEEE 802.11-1999).
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