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1
Introduction

Contributions S2-022154 and S2-022156 presented at SA2#26 identified capabilities which were required to be supported by any access system which was to be used for IMS.

In particular, it was proposed that IMS support will only be attempted with access systems which support IP.

This contribution further proposes that IMS requires the access system to support either IPv4 or IPv6 (or both).

2
Discussion

The R6 IP Multimedia Subsystem should be ‘access independent’, meaning that it can work with any access network supporting the necessary IP connectivity. In particular, certain access systems have been singled out as systems on which it must be possible to support IMS. One of these is 3GPP2.

It is hoped that 3GPP2 will adopt these ‘Access Independent’ IMS standards for use in their networks, and indeed they are presently defining requirements for this.

One key difference between the 3GPP Release 5 IMS and the requirements for the ‘IP Multimedia Domain’ in 3GPP2 is that the later is required to work with IPv4 (see 3GPP2 S.P0058 Section 5.1).

For this reason, we propose that the Release 6 ‘Access Independent’ IMS should support access systems which use IPv4 as well as those which use IPv6. 

3
Proposal

It is proposed to add the following text to Section 4.1 “Access Network Capabilities”:

“To support IMS, an Access Network must be able to support IPv4 and/or IPv6.”
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