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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks CN4 for their LS and is pleased to confirm that CN4 have understood SA2's previous LS (S2-022003) on support of IPv6 on Iu correctly.

That is:

1) when the ATM transport option is applied on the Iu interface, the support of IPv4 is mandatory and the support of IPv6 is optional.

2) when the IP transport option is applied on the Iu interface, dual stack is mandatory, meaning that each RNC or BSC shall support both IPv6 and IPv4

In order to avoid further misunderstandings, SA2 would like to clarify that these statements refer to the support of IPv4/IPv6 and not the use of it. In network configurations where it is clear that nodes (GSN, RNC, BSC) with different IP version capabilities will never have to interoperate, the operator can perfectly decide to configure and use only one IP version in these nodes. From a stage 3 point of view this means that the protocols shall provide for the means to support dual-stack configurations.

SA2 will further consider if some clarification of the text in TS 23.060 is required to clear any confusion, but in the meantime, if further guidance is needed, SA2 will be happy to help CN4 in their efforts to update the GTP specification.

2. Actions:

none

3. Date of Next SA2 Meetings:

SA2#27
14th – 18th October 2002

Beijing

SA2#28
11th – 15th November 2002
Bangkok
