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1. Overall Description:

SA5 would like to thank CN3 for their liaison statement regarding the impacts of having more than one codec per media component available after the first offer/answer exchange of the SDP session description.

Regarding CN3’s working assumptions, SA5 requests the following clarifications:

1. Is it a limitation of the resource reservation mechanism being used (e.g. an IETF protocol), that makes it unable to provide to the P-CSCF information on the codec and bit-rate chosen by the UE and the actual selected bandwidth allocated?

2. Could the secondary offer/answer interaction (which would reduce the codecs per media component to one) be made outright mandatory (or at least mandatory – operator configurable), thus avoiding the resulting implications identified by CN3?

3. Would SA5 be correct in the understanding that, as a result, an IMS user would be charged for a higher QoS (albeit, as authorized) than what the user received?

Further, and most significantly, SA5 emphasizes that serious legal repercussions could manifest as a result of charging the user for a higher QoS, when the user has had access to lower QoS. This is a concern expressed by many operators at SA5. 

2. Actions:

ACTION to: 
CN3

1. SA5 kindly asks CN3 for clarifications to the above questions;

2. SA5 urges CN3 to re-examine the options available and design a mechanism that will enable billing users in a proper (legal) and accurate manner for services rendered.
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