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1. Overall Description:
At the GERAN2 #9bis meeting, the CR to 3GPP TS 48.018 release 5 introducing Flow Control per PFC between the SGSN and BSS has been technically agreed.


Gb interface flow control of data from the SGSN to the BSS per Cell (BVC) or per MS has been part of the standard from Release 97 and onwards. In Release 99, the PFC (Packet Flow Context) procedures to negotiate QoS parameters between the BSS and the SGSN were introduced. This allows several flows with different QoS requirements to be run in parallel for a given MS.

However, the flow control mechanisms have not been improved so far to allow the SGSN work out at any point in time the outstanding data buffered in the BSS for each PFC. This means that the SGSN does not know with which leak rate each PFC is scheduled on the radio interface and therefore the SGSN cannot adapt its scheduling over the Gb interface accordingly.

 
The introduction of Flow Control per PFC between the SGSN and BSS will support improvements to the QoS handling and allow high priority QoS flows to be prioritised compared to low priority flows (in both SGSN and BSS).

GERAN2 would appreciate if these changes could be agreed by SA2. 

2. Actions:

To SA2 group

To study and endorse the attached draft CR to 3GPP TS 23.060 for release 5. 

3. Date of next GERAN2 meetings:

GERAN WG2 #10

24th – 28th June 2002

Helsinki, Finland

GERAN WG2 #11
              26th – 30th August 2002
Los Angeles, USA


4. Attachments:

G2-020683:
Draft CR to 3GPP TS 23.060, “Introduction of flow control per PFC between the SGSN and BSS”.

