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Reason for change:
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A mechanism for the IMS network to control this has been added to 23.228 by CR#134, however this mechanism can be considerably simplified. This simplification ensures that the necessary stage-3 work can be completed with Rel5 timeframe.






Summary of change:
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This CR proposes simplifications to the mechanisms described in section 4.2.5.1.
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Obtain the latest version for the release of the specification to which the change is proposed. Use the MS Word "revision marks"  feature (also known as "track changes") when making the changes. All 3GPP specifications can be downloaded from the 3GPP server under ftp://ftp.3gpp.org/specs/ For the latest version, look for the directory name with the latest date e.g. 2001-03 contains the specifications resulting from the March 2001 TSG meetings.
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4.2.5.1 Relation of IMS media components and PDP contexts carrying IMS media
Services in the IMS may require that bearer charging data is collected separately for each media component and/or session, and this has impacts on specific access systems. With standard GPRS charging this implies that a separate PDP Context is required for each media component and/or session.

The visited IMS network shall have the capability to indicate per each IMS media component to the UE that separate PDP Context is required for certain media components within an IMS session. The lack of such an indication for a media component shall imply that separate PDP Context is not required for that media component. If the UE receives no such indication for a media component, the UE is allowed to make the decision whether or not to open a separate PDP Context for this media component. The criteria and information for setting this indication is a local policy matter for the Visited Network.

The visited IMS network shall also have the capability to indicate per each IMS session to the UE if a separate PDP Context is not required for the media of a certain IMS session. The lack of such an indication for an IMS session shall imply that separate PDP Context is required for the media of that IMS session. If the UE receives no such indication for an IMS session, the UE shall open a separate PDP Context for this IMS session. The criteria and information for setting this indication is a local policy matter for the Visited Network.

The IMS network shall have the capability to transfer the indications described above to the UE. These indications shall be transferred in SIP/SDP signaling and upon session initiation and addition of media component(s) to active IMS sessions.

It shall be possible to have a separate PDP context for each media component. 

All associated IP flows (such as e.g. RTP / RTCP flows) used by the UE to support a single media component are assumed to be carried within the same PDP context.
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