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TSG-SA2 thanks TSG-RAN3 for their LS in S2-012012 (R3-011797) entitled “LS on Iu-BC requirements”.

UMTS Positioning Assistance Data

It is TSG SA2’s understanding that LCS positioning assistance data may be conveyed either directly to the target MS, via one of the dedicated control channels, or broadcast as system information.  In the former case, for UMTS, the assistance data is carried in an ASSISTANCE_DATA_DELIVERY message on the DCCH, as specified in TS 25.331 (v4.1.0) sub-clause 8.4.3. In the latter case, to conserve RAB resources, the information may be transmitted to all MSs in a cell as a Systems Information Block (SIB15), also specified in TS 25.331 (v4.1.0). 

Hence for UTRAN, the cell broadcast channel is not the standardised way to transfer assistance data. Thus a dedicated CBC for LCS is not considered necessary for R99 and REL-4. 

GSM Positioning Assistance Data 

LCS assistance data in GSM is, depending upon the request priority, normally included in the (RRLP) POSITION MEASURE REQUEST but may be broadcast over the GSM Cell Broadcast System for lower priority requests, as specified in TS03.71 (v7.6.0) clause 10. 

Currently SA 2 is unaware of how Positioning Assistance Data will be supplied in an Iu mode GERAN and kindly requests TSG GERAN to provide more information on this.

Specification inconsistencies

With regard to the apparent inconsistencies between TS 23.041 (v 3.3.0/v 4.0.0) clause 6 and TS 25.410 (v3.3.0/v4.0.0) sub-clause 4.1.1, for the reasons given above, we believe that TS 25.410 should be aligned with TS 23.041.  SA2 will also review TS 23.002 to identify further changes that may be necessary as a result of this alignment.

SA2 think it may also be beneficial to further consult our colleagues in TSG RAN2 on these matters.

