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1 INtroduction.

Up to now the Sh interface is only defined by the following text in 23.228 section “4.2.4a HSS to service platform Interface”:
“The “application server” (SIP Application Server and/or the OSA service capability server) may communicate to the HSS.  The Sh interface is used for this purpose.  The Sh interface is shown in Figure 4.3.

For the Sh interface, the following shall apply:

1
The Sh interface is an intra-operator interface.

2.
The Sh interface is between the HSS and the “Sip application server” and between the HSS and the “OSA service capability server”.

3
The Sh interface transports transparent data for e.g. service related data , user related information, …
In this case, the term transparent implies that the exact representation of the information is not understood by the HSS or the protocol.”
This contributions aims at defining a bit better the Sh interface and at showing similarities –when they exist – between Cx and Sh.
2 Discussion.

Through both Sh and Cx the HSS shall be able to provide to its clients:

· subscriber profile information read by the client using the subscriber identifier as a key to retrieve the information

· means to provide the client with a new set of subscriber profile information when this information has changed

· recovery mechanisms

These mechanisms can be transparent to the actual structure of the subscriber profile information and hence should be generic and usable both Sh and Cx, reducing the standardization effort and HSS implementation / testing effort

3 Proposal
As a consequence it is proposed that S2 sends a LS to CN4 stating that whatever CN4 defines on Cx as :

· a protocol used  by he HSS client to read subscriber profile information 

· a mechanism (e.g. push) to provide the client with a new set of subscriber profile information when this information has changed

should also be used on Sh for the same purpose

This is the object of a companion Tdoc S2-012128


































































































































































