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Although the AMR-WB codec specifications are ready now, there are major concerns about the availability of important specifications in certain areas relating to network aspects of AMR-WB. This affects the inclusion of the AMR-WB feature into Release 4.

Some of the network aspects which are not covered by the current set of drafts / specifications / CRs are listed here:

1. No Architecture and no Service Requirements have been defined.

Examples:

· The interworking with the fixed network is not defined (e.g. if or how shall IW with fixed network broadband take place)

· How are Tones & Announcements handled?

· Is WB-Conferencing needed, and if yes: How is it done?

· How about AMR-WB Voice Group Calls?

· Are mechanisms for graceful degradation nedded when changing to NB-codecs takes place?

· What are the impacts of AMR-WB on Accounting?

· Which consequences on measurements has the introduction of AMR-WB?

· How are Call Detail Records affected?

· Must Subscriber Data in the HLR/VLR be adapted?

2. No procedures are defined to make AMR-WB available over TDM networks (e.g. no TFO or TFO-like mechanism).

3. No mechanisms for legal interception of AMR-WB have been defined

All interception centers are currently connected via G.711. It would be very easy to hide in a broadband signal a signal which would not be detectable after conversion to narrowband. This is absolutely unacceptable for law inforcement agencies. Therefore it is likely that AMR-WB will be prohibited to be used for speech services until satisfactory interception mechanisms are defined.

It is proposed to incorporate this compilation of open issues into SA#16 plenary report and into a revision of S4-010193 (“Introduction of AMR-WB into 3GPP specifications”).
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