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TSG RAN WG3 has become aware of an inconsistency between the stage 2 and stage 3 technical specifications defining the Iu-BC interface between the RNC and the CBC.

TS 23.002 (v 3.4.0 and v 4.2.0) section 4a.5.1 states :

The CBC shall be responsible for the management of CBS messages and for determining the CBS delivery parameters of the RNS. The CBC may be connected to several BSCs/RNCs. In UMTS the CBC is regarded to be integrated as a node into the core network.

Note: Whether it should be possible that an RNC is connected to at least two CBCs at the same time (the "normal" one as in GSM and a second one for LCS) is for further study and depends on the solution taken for LCS.

TS 23.041 (v 3.3.0 and v 4.0.0) section 6 states :

The BSC/RNC shall interface to only one CBC.
TS 25.410 (v 3.3.0 and v 4.0.0) section 4.1.1 states :

There may be multiple Iu interfaces (Iu-BC) from an RNC towards the Broadcast domain.

And section 4.1.2 :

For the BC domain, each UTRAN Access Point may be connected to one or more CN Access Points.

TSG RAN WG3 kindly asks TSG SA WG2 and TSG T WG2 to clarify in TS 23.002 and TS 23.041 if there is any requirement for the R99 or REL-4 RNC to be able to be connected to several CBCs.

TSG RAN WG3 would like to get some information about the outcome of the study related to the possible connection of an RNC to a CBC dedicated to LCS (for both R99 and REL-4). 

Furthermore, TSG RAN WG3 would like to inform TSG SA WG2 and TSG T WG2 about the fact, that SABP does not support multiple Iu-BC interfaces in an efficient way, i.e. up to now it is only possible to support multiple Iu-BC interfaces if the Serial Numbers are co-ordinated among the CBCs.

Another issue might be that, scheduling of broadcast messages (i.e. available broadcast resources) within the RNC may also have to be co-ordinated among the CBCs.

If TSG SA WG2 and TSG T WG2 decide, that multiple Iu-BC interfaces have to be supported, RAN3 would like to ask for detailed requirement and status of related stage 2 work in order to proceed with the protocol implementation.

