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Introduction

This contribution seeks clarification regarding whether or not it is intended to support sessions with IP endpoints. 

Discussion

We currently have a fairly complete set of scenarios for IM Subsystem sessions between IM Subsystems and between an IM Subsystem and the PSTN. We have not yet addressed sessions between an IM Subsystem endpoint and a general IP endpoint such as on wireline or cable. 

At the Makuhari meeting there was some discussion related to the ability to include arbitrary transcoders as part of the SDP that is passed with the initiation of a SIP session. Such capability is necessary to support sessions with IP endpoints that are not part of an IM Subsystem. It was suggested that support for including an arbitrary transcoder capability in the bearer path might add to the complexity of bearer establishment procedures. However without such procedures, it will not be possible to support connections with wireline or cable IP endpoints or perhaps even with endpoints on wireless networks of a different technology.

S2 should discuss and attempt to understand the implications of supporting connections with IP endpoints and should communicate with S1 to clarify if and when such a capability needs to be supported.

Recommendation

It is recommended that S2 include the development of IM Subsystem to IP endpoint session flows in the list of open items for inclusion in TS 23.228 or include a statement that such sessions are not supported as a part of Release 5. The need for this service capability may need to be clarified with S1.

