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1. Introduction

At SA#10 the CTM specification for GTT was approved. At that time it was noted that the architecture was incomplete.

It was noted that the Global Text Telephony Stage 2 was planned for March 2001 by SA WG2, but this had slipped to June 2001 due to the slippage of the Stage 1 in SA WG1. North American GSM operators need to implement this function in an early 2002 time frame, so approval of a basic solution is needed for release 4.

2. Discussion

The 3GPP planning for GTT is Rel 5, but  since the CTM modem is already approved, an early implementation is possible. However, since the architecture is not specified, and in particular where the CTM is positioned in the network, there remains at least one risk: that networks which use different vendors for equipment might find that their configuration does not contain any modem equipment. 

Therefore it is urgently required to decide the position of the CTM. In particular, for GSM networks using the A interface it should be clear which side of the A interface the CTM should be placed. The best place to guarantee the presence of the CTM in every speech call is in the transcoder.

3. Proposition

We propose that at least for release 4, the CTM should be implemented in the transcoder, that is in the BSS where  the A interface is used.
