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5.3.6 Media Gateway Function (MGW)

This component is PSTN/PLMN transport termination point for a defined network and interfaces UTRAN with the core network over Iu. 

The functionality defined within MGW should  be consistent with existing/ongoing industry protocols/interfaces that will satisfy the requirements.

A MGW may terminate bearer channels from a switched circuit network (i.e., DSOs) and media streams from a packet network (e.g., RTP streams in an IP network). Over Iu  MGW may support media conversion, bearer control and payload processing (e.g. codec, echo canceller, conference bridge) for support of different Iu options for CS services: AAL2/ATM based as well as RTP/UDP/IP based.

· Interacts with MGCF, MSC server and GMSC server for resource control.

· Owns and handles resources such as echo cancellers etc.

· May need to have codecs.

The MGW will be provisioned with the necessary resources for supporting UMTS/GSM transport media. Further tailoring (i.e packages) of the H.248 may be required to support additional codecs and framing protocols, etc.

The MGW bearer control and payload processing capabilities will also need to  support mobile specific functions such as SRNS relocation/handover and anchoring It is expected that current H.248 standard mechanisms can be applied to enable this. 
5.3.6.1 General Principles for Use of CS-MGW Resources
The following principles for use of MGW resources apply:

1. it shall not be necessary to have the MGW co-located with the MSC Server;

2. the MGW resources need not be associated with any particular MSC Server (see note 1); 

3. it shall be possible for any MSC Server to control the resources of any MGW in the network (see note 1);

4. it shall be possible for an RNC to connect to the MGW indicated by the MSC-A server;

Note 1:  For points 2 and 3 above, issues related to O&M procedures such as where notification of restart of an MGW should be sent to, need to be considered. Extensions to H.248 may be required. 
