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1. Overall Description:

TSG SA2 would like to thank TSG RAN for their LS on UE capability signalling.
Following guidance from TSG SA, SA2 discussed the topic in its SA2#127 meeting and observed the following:

· The proposed mechanism is not deemed essential for the 5G System to operate in Release 15 – a baseline (optimised) mechanism is being defined by RAN2 that will be required in any case whether or not additional optimisations are introduced.
· System-wide impacts have been identified that are not expected to be finalized in a timely fashion (i.e. single meeting cycle as for any TEI) especially as the exact mechanism is not known yet.
· Additional optimisation of UE capabilities handling would endanger the timely completion of Release 15 and the stability of Release 15 core specifications for the “normal” drop (i.e. Stage 3 functional freeze in June 2018 and ASN.1+NAS protocols in September 2018)

Given the above, SA2 concluded that additional optimisation of UE capabilities handling should be investigated as part of Release 16. 
2. Actions:

To SA, RAN, RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
TSG SA2 kindly asks TSG SA, RAN and RAN2 to take the above information into account.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA Meetings:

TSG-SA2 Meeting #127bis
28th May – 1st June 2018

Newport Beach, CA, USA.

TSG-SA2 Meeting #128

2nd – 6th July 2018

Vilnius, Lithuania
