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1. Overall Description:

CT3 is specifying the T8 API for Group Message Delivery via MBMS procedures, according to stage 2 requirement in subclause 5.5.1 of TS 23.682. Those requirements seem to suggest the need for a new northbound API at the SCEF; on the southbound side the SCEF either uses the xMB interfaces as specified in TS 29.116 based on detailed requirements of SA4 in 3GPP TS 26.346, or the MB2 interface. However, the capabilities of the xMB interface and the MB2 interface differ, and the stage 2 seems to expose related differences also to the SCS/AS. Even the first message to be send by the SCS/AS differs depending on the used southbound interface. Furthermore, not all the detailed SA4 requirements are reflected in subclause 5.5.1.
Some companies suggested to reuse the xMB API defined in 3GPP TS 29.116 as group messaging delivery API exposed by the SCEF for the scenario where the SCEF uses a xMB interface at the southbound side and to only define a new API that exposes capabilities equivalent to the MB2 interface for the scenario where the SCEF uses a MB2 interface at the southbound side. Other companies commented that it might be preferable to hide differences of southbound interfaces from the SCS/AS and define a single API.
CT3 would welcome SA2 feedback on the following questions:

1.
Does SA2 assume that all the detailed requirements for the Group Message Delivery via MBMS defined in 3GPP TS 26.346 apply for the T8 Group Message Delivery via MBMS procedures in subclause 5.5.1 of TS 23.682?

2.
Is it feasible to hide differences of southbound interfaces for Group Message Delivery via MBMS from the SCS/AS?
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 kindly asks SA2 group to provide feedback for the above question.

3. Date of Next CT3 Meetings:
CT3 Meeting #95
26th Feb – 02nd Mar 2018
Montreal,Canada
CT3 Meeting #96
16th April – 20th April 2018
Kunming,China

