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Abstract of the contribution: This paper provides further clarification for the Combo Nodes used for the interworking between 5GC and EPC.
1
Introduction
TS 23.501 acknowledged the concept of Combo Nodes (e.g., SMF+PGW-C, UPF+PGW-U) that can optionally be used for the interworking between 5GC and EPC, however, these nodes are not formally defined.  This document proposes to define the term “Combo Nodes” in reference to use of these network nodes for interworking between 5GC and EPC.  
2
Discussion
TS 23.501 clause 4.3.1 (Non-roaming architecture) illustrates the Combo Nodes dedicated for interworking between 5GC and EPC (i.e., HSS+UDM, PCF+PCRF, SMF+PGW-C, UPF+PGW-U).  While optional, these network nodes are responsible for the correlation of data flows and mapping of identities between the EPC and 5GC.  It is our contention that a proper definition is needed for these optional combo nodes to ensure that there is a common understanding of the term.
3
Proposal
It is proposed to make the following changes to Clause 3.1 (Definitions) of TS 23.501:
· Add a formal definition to the specification for the optional combo nodes used in the 5GC and EPC interworking procedure.
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