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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks SA5 for their LS on "progress of Network Slicing related work".
Regarding the questions from SA5 LS, the answers from SA2 are listed below:

-
Whether SA2 defined 5G Core Network Functions (NF) may be shared among different Network Slice instances and if any additional isolation properties are considered or required, when NFs are shared across Network Slice instances.

SA2 defined 5G CN NFs, such as the AMF, can be shared among different Network Slice instances. There are no specific isolation properties required between the shared functions and the slice-specific functions of a Network Slice instance.
-
The latest status of the Network Slice definition (if definition in 23.799 v14.0.0 is still valid).

The result of the study work described in TR 23.799 has been superseded by the normative work done in TS 23.501 and TS 23.502. The draft TS 23.501 v1.0.0 contains now the latest version of the definition for Network Slices, along with the description in section 5.15 on Network Slicing. However, Network Slicing is currently still being worked on, and SA5 is encouraged to always refer to the latest available version of TS 23.501.
-
SA5 is considering grouping of Network Functions into Network Slice Subnets from management perspective (e.g. for partitioning of management data and facilitation of lifecycle management). SA5 would like to know whether SA2 has any specific view on grouping of certain NFs in a Network Slice instance that should be considered.

The concept of Network Slice Subnets has not been discussed in SA2 for the purpose of defining the functional architecture of the 5G network, and is not going to be discussed further during the SA2 normative work. TS 23.501 describes the Network Slice as an end-to-end concept that includes CN control plane and user plane Network Functions and 5G-AN. In the CN part of a Network Slice instance, some NFs can be shared with other Network Slice instances, while some other NFs can be specific to a Network Slice instance. It is up to SA5 to decide whether and how to group NFs within a Network Slice instance, if this can be useful from a management perspective.
-
Whether there are any dependencies of certain SA2 defined Network Functions (e.g. NRF) on the 3GPP management plane besides traditional OAM functionality addressed in SA5 specifications.

The role of the NRF is currently under discussion, including in relation to Network Slicing. It is expected that NRF is informed to a certain extent of the lifecycle of the Network Function instances belonging to Network Slice instances. The role of the NRF is defined in TS 23.501, section 6.2.6.
-
The vision of SA2 with respect to the inclusion of the “edge computing” into the operator’s network, the level of interaction of 5G Core with the edge computing and expectations for management support.

Edge computing is enabled in 5G CN by a number of features, as described in TS 23.501 section 5.13. It is expected that management will be provided to enable these different features within Release 15.
2. Actions:

To SA5 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 asks SA5 to consider the answers provided above.
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