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Abstract of the contribution: This document proposes a way forward to deal with the eVOLP based on the received SA4 LS. 

1. Discussion 

In its response to SA2, SA4 made two proposals that require additional analysis. 

In the first proposal, SA4 proposes to signal to eNB an integer-value “max PLR– Maximum Packet Loss Rate” parameter instead of the “robustness index” (as indicated in TR 23.759) because this provides more granularity and extensibility to the parameter.  This parameter should also be signalled independently for the uplink and downlink as codec mode operation is not always symmetrical. 

It is not clear how the eNB uses that parameter, and whether that requires the eNB to determine such information (either calculate real-time or preconfigured) for all media in an ongoing session and compare it vs the signalled value for some action. If the eNB has to perform such a calculation then this needs to be clarified, and communicated from RAN 2 as such expertise lies in RAN 2, based on input from SA4. This also requires RAN 2 input regarding the feasibility of such a proposal since this is a new functionality for eNB. It is to be noted that the proposed mPLR is only signalled for media. In certain cases, the radio signalling channel may end up being lost before the mPLR is reached leading to a lost session.
Due to the above issues, it is important that RAN 2 approves such a proposal before SA2 agrees to its inclusion. It is to be noted that SA2 in its initial LS to SA4, and RAN 2, requested a coordinated solution.
The second proposal in the SA4 LS relates to the introduction of a new parameter “adapt” being exchanged in the SDP Offer/Answer so the UE indicates its support for sending adaption requests (CMR or RTCP-APP). SA4 acknowledges that it will initiate a new study to fully specify the usage of such a parameter in conjunction with specifying how UEs will trigger adaptation requests for suitable codec modes and rates to cope with dynamically varying radio conditions. Once this study is completed and fully specified by SA4, such a parameter can be used subsequently by SA2. 

2. Proposal

SA2 study can only conclude the eVOLP study once RAN2 and SA4 gives back their feedback and conpletes their part of the SA2 study as indicated in the origial SA2 LS sent to both groups.

It is thus psoposed to put the eVOLP study on hold until such time.
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