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4.5.4
UE Power Saving Mode

A UE may adopt the PSM for reducing its power consumption. That mode is similar to power-off, but the UE remains registered with the network and there is no need to re-attach or re-establish PDN connections. A UE in PSM is not immediately reachable for mobile terminating services. A UE using PSM is available for mobile terminating services during the time it is in connected mode and for the period of an Active Time that is after the connected mode. The connected mode is caused by a mobile originated event like data transfer or signalling, e.g. after a periodic TAU/RAU procedure. PSM is therefore intended for UEs that are expecting only infrequent mobile originating and terminating services and that can accept a corresponding latency in the mobile terminating communication.

PSM has no support in the CS domain on the network side. PSM should only be used by UEs using the PS domain, SMS and mobile originated IMS or CS services. A UE that uses mobile terminated IMS or CS services other than SMS should not use PSM as neither IMS nor the CS domain provide support for mobile terminated CS voice or IMS services to UEs that are in PSM.

Applications that want to use the PSM need to consider specific handling of mobile terminating services or data transfers. A network side application may send an SMS or a device trigger to trigger an application on UE to initiate communication with the SCS/AS, which is delivered when the UE becomes reachable. Aternatively a network side application may request monitoring of reachability for data to receive a notification when it is possible to send downlink data immediately to the UE, which is when the UE becomes reachable for downlink data transfer. Alternatively, if an SCS/AS has periodic downlink data, it is more efficient when the UE initiates communication with the SCS/AS to poll for downlink data with that period. For either of the options to work, the UE should request an Active Time that is together with the time being in connected mode long enough to allow for potential mobile terminated service or data delivery, e.g. to deliver an SMS.

When the UE wants to use the PSM it shall request an Active Time value during every Attach and TAU/RAU procedures. If the network supports PSM and accepts that the UE uses PSM, the network confirms usage of PSM by allocating an Active Time value to the UE. The network takes the UE requested value, the Max Response Time, if provided with the Insert Subscriber Data message from HSS, and any local MME/SGSN configuration into account for determining the Active Time value that is allocated to the UE. If the UE wants to change the Active Time value, e.g. when not content with the value provided in the Attach or TAU/RAU Accept, the UE requests the value it wants in the TAU/RAU procedure.

NOTE 1:
The minimum recommended length for the Active Time is the time allowing for the 'msg waiting flag' in the MME/SGSN to trigger the SMSC via the HSS to deliver an SMS to the MME/SGSN, e.g. 2 DRX cycles plus 10 seconds.

An Active Time may be shorter than the time estimated for delivering a waiting SMS to the UE in NOTE 1 above, e.g. 0 seconds. If the MME/SGSN allocates such a shorter Active Time to the UE, the MME/SGSN (for signalling only connections and if the 'msg waiting flag' is set) and the RAN (for connections with RAB(s) set up) should be configured to keep the connection with the UE sufficiently long such that a waiting SMS can be delivered.

NOTE 2:
The RAN configuration of RAB connection times need not differentiate between UEs.

If the MME/SGSN is requested to monitor for Reachability for Data, the MME/SGSN (for signalling only connections) and the RAN (for connections with RAB(s) set up) should keep the connection for the Max Response Time less the Active Time, if Max Response Time is provided with the Insert Subscriber Data message from HSS. Otherwise a configured default Max Response Time is assumed by the MME/SGSN.

The UE is in PSM until a mobile originated event (e.g. periodic RAU/TAU, mobile originated data or detach) requires the UE to initiate any procedure towards the network. In Attach and RAU/TAU procedures a PSM capable UE may request a periodic TAU/RAU Timer value suitable for the latency/responsiveness of the mobile terminated services. If the UE wants to change the periodic TAU/RAU Timer value, e.g. when not content with the value provided in the Attach or TAU/RAU Accept, the UE requests the value it wants in the TAU/RAU procedure.

NOTE 3:
If the UE or application performs any periodic uplink data transfer with a periodicity similar to the Periodic TAU/RAU Timer value, it preferably requests a Periodic TAU/RAU Timer value that is at least slightly larger than the data transfer period to avoid periodic TAU/RAU procedures that would increase power consumption.

Any timers and conditions that remain valid during power-off, e.g. NAS-level back-off timers, apply in the same way during PSM. The UE may leave the PSM any time, e.g. for mobile originated communications.

If the network confirms the usage of PSM to a UE, the network shall not activate the ISR for such UE.

The specific procedure handling is described in TS 23.060 [6] and TS 23.401 [7].


